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ST. PETER’S C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICY 
 
1. Rationale 

 
Religious Education (R.E.) at St. Peter’s rests on care and respect for others and 
Christian values.  It fosters an appreciation of the love and wonder of God and the 
premise that we are all part of God’s world and each child is a ‘child of God’. 
 
Daily collective worship is a central to the life of the school – underlining the 
implication that Christian learning is a part of every aspect of school life, and occurs 
whenever staff and pupils interact.  We seek to provide the R.E. curriculum as broad 
and balanced and catering for the needs of the individual. 
 
R.E. enables pupils in their own quests for meaning and purpose – it helps them to 
mature in respect of their own beliefs, values and attributes, it encourages them to 
appreciate the life-stances of others, and to have respect for other cultures and faiths.  
It helps them to arrive at the decisions that life calls for in a responsible way. 
 
R.E. provides opportunities for pupils to explore the spiritual dimension of 
experience and to reflect upon their inner feelings, questions, thoughts and 
experiences, and it helps pupils to make sense of religion, to appreciate its influence 
and to understand the part that it has played, and continues to play, in many people’s 
lives. 

 
2. Aims 
 

We encourage children: 
 
• To awaken and develop a sense of self-worth and intrinsic value as a child of 

God. 
• To value, extend, mend and live within a variety of relationships. 
• To develop a knowledge and appreciation of the rich variety of religious beliefs, 

practices and life-styles found in God’s world today. 
• To awaken, affirm and develop the sense of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
• To know that the true nature of God is uniquely revealed to us in Jesus. 
• To experience and understand life and worship in the Christian church. 
• To develop awe, wonder and enjoyment of the created world and care and 

responsibility for it. 
• To learn about, enquire and investigate a variety of religious beliefs, teachings 

and practices. (A.T.1) 
• To identify and develop an understanding of ultimate questions and ethical issues. 
• To learn from a variety of religions how to develop their own reflection on and 

response to their own thoughts and experiences. (A.T.2) 
• To develop skills of application, interpretation and evaluation in relation to 

questions of identity and belonging, values and commitments. 
• To have respect for other people’s views and to celebrate the diversity in society. 
• To encourage children on their spiritual journey to search for meaning and 

purpose in life by relating religious beliefs, values and practices to their own and 
other’s experiences of life. 

• To develop enquiring minds, listening skills, empathy and to respond using the 
language distinctive to R.E. 
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• To appreciate moments of reflection, especially when tackling local community 
and world catastrophes, wars and celebrations. 

 
3. The legal position of Religious Education 
 

St Peter’s C.E. Primary School curriculum for religious education meets the 
requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act and the Education Act 1996.  These 
stipulate that religious education is compulsory for all children, including those in the 
reception class who are less than five years old.  The acts allow parents to withdraw 
their child from religious education classes if they so wish, although only after they 
have given written notice to the Headteacher and School Governors.  The religious 
education curriculum at St. Peter’s forms a highly important part of our school’s 
spiritual, moral and social teaching.  It also promotes education for citizenship.  The 
acts state that the R.E. syllabus should reflect the fact that religious traditions in Great 
Britain are in the main Christian, and that it should, at the same time, take account of 
the teachings and practices of other major religions. 

 
4. Teaching and learning style 
 

We base our teaching and learning style in R.E. on the key principle that good 
teaching in R.E. allows children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect 
on what the religious ideas and concepts mean to them.  Our teaching enables 
children to extend their own sense of values, and promotes their spiritual growth and 
development.  We encourage children to think about their own views and values in 
relation to the themes and topics studied in the R.E. curriculum 
 
Our teaching and learning styles in R.E. enable children to build on their own 
experiences and to extend their knowledge and understanding of religious traditions.  
We use their experiences at religious festivals such as Easter, Diwali, Passover etc. to 
develop their religious thinking.  We organise visits to local places of worship, and 
invite representatives of local religious groups to come into school and talk to the 
children. 
 
Children carry out research into religious topics.  They study particular religious 
faiths and also compare the religious views of different faith groups on topics such as 
rites of passage or festivals.  Children investigate religious and moral issues either 
individually or in groups.  Sometimes the y prepare presentation on a computer and 
share these with similar year groups or in assemblies. 
 
We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing 
abilities, so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching 
the challenge of the task to the ability of the child.  We achieve this in a variety of 
ways, for example, by: 
 

• Setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses. 
• Setting tasks of increasing difficulty. 
• Grouping the children by ability in the room, and setting different tasks for 

each ability group. 
• Providing resources of different complexity, adapted to the ability of the 

child. 
• Using Learning Support Assistants to support the work of children. 
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R.E is an exciting, stimulating subject, which will be taught in a way that engages 
pupils in a variety of activities appropriate to their age, ability, previous experience 
and dominant learning styles 
 
Where possible children 
will learn through 
exploring and 
experiencing 

Children will be given the 
opportunity to reflect on 
religion through 

Children will be 
encouraged to record their 
experiences through 

• Places of worship 
• Meeting and talking 

to visitors 
• Handling artefacts, 

painting, writing 
• Research 
• Class, individual and 

group teaching 

• Exploring and 
expressing personal 
values 

• Experiencing stillness 
• Evaluating their 

experiences/discoveries 
• Confidently and 

sensitively expressing 
ideas 

• Developing appropriate 
responses to other 
people’s beliefs 

• Drama, mime, role 
play 

• Dance, music 
• Art, DT, ICT 
• Written and oral work 
• Presentation and 

displays of work 
• Debates, response 

partner work 
• Self assessment 

 
5. Curriculum planning in Religious Education 
 

We plan our religious education curriculum using material from the Diocesan 
Scheme, also using the QCA R.E. Scheme as a major source for continuity and 
progression.  We offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills 
and knowledge in each unit, and we ensure that the progression planned into the 
Scheme of Work offers the children an increasing challenge as they move through the 
school. 

 
We carry out the curriculum planning in religious education in three phases (long-
term, medium-term and short-term).  The medium-term plan maps the religious 
education topics studied in each term during each key stage.  We teach religious 
education topics in conjunction with other subjects, especially at Key Stage 1.  Some 
of our medium term topics have a particular historical, PHSE or geographical focus.  
In Key Stage 2 we place an increasing emphasis on the study of religious themes and 
topics in their own right. 

 
Our medium-term plans give details of each unit of work for each half term.  The 
R.E. subject leader keeps and reviews these plans on a regular basis.  By so doing, we 
ensure that children have complete coverage of the Agreed Syllabus. 

 
The class teacher writes the plans for each lesson and lists the specific learning 
objectives and success criteria.  She/he keeps these individual plans and they are 
reviewed by the R.E. subject leader. 

 
As we have mixed-age classes, we carry out the medium-term planning on a two year 
rotation cycle.  By so doing, we ensure that children have complete coverage of the 
Agreed Syllabus but do not have to repeat topics. 

 
6. Implementation 
 

Religious Education has been allocated the following hours annually: 
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Foundation Stage   33.5 hours 
Key Stage 1  33.5 hours 
Key Stage 2  38.5 hours 

 
The broad outline of or programme covers 

 
• Beliefs and teachings (A.T.1) 
• Practices and lifestyle (A.T.1) 
• Expression and language (A.T.1) 
• Identity and experience (A.T.2) 
• Meaning and purpose (A.T.2) 
• Values and commitments (A.T.2) 

 
Foundation Stage 
 
R.E. in the Foundation Stage at St. Peter’s School is taught through the Early 
Learning Goals.  The children are taught to: 
 

• Have a developing awareness of their own needs, views and feelings and be 
sensitive to the needs, views and feelings of others. 

• Begin to know about the Christian faith, and explore different faiths and 
cultures of the world through stories. 

 
Key Stage One and Key Stage Two 
 

• The R.E. programme is based on material from the Diocesan Scheme, but also 
draws on material from QCA R.E. schemes and the Stanley Thorns Scheme 
for K.S.1. 

• The key skill for R.E. are presented in the Scheme of Work.  They include 
‘thinking skills, information processing skills, reasoning skills, enquiry skills, 
creative thinking skills and evaluation skills’.  During a child’s year at St. 
Peter’s, we are looking for each child to develop in all of these areas. 

• By the end of a child’s education at St. Peter’s, we are aiming for each child 
to have explored what ‘commitment’ to Christianity means, and to have a 
deep sense of personal recognition that religion is very important. 

• At Key Stage Two children learn and reflect on Christianity, Judaism, 
Hinduism, Islam and Sikhism. 

 
The school’s ‘Collective Worship’ contains elements of R.E. teaching, which can be 
carried into, and followed up, in the classroom R.E. lessons. 

 
7. Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
 
 

Individual progress in R.E. will be assessed in accordance with the School’s 
Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy.  This involves at least two formally 
levelled pieces of work to be carried out each year (A.T.1 in the spring term and 
A.T.2 in the summer term).  
 
Additionally children demonstrate their ability in R.E. through a variety of different 
ways.  Younger children might, for example, act out a famous story from the bible, 
whilst older pupils might produce a PowerPoint presentation based on their 
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investigation of sacred texts.  Teachers will assess children’s work in religious 
education by making informal judgements as we observe them during lessons.  On 
completion of a piece of work, the teacher assesses the work and gives the child 
written or verbal feedback to help guide progress.  Children are encouraged to make 
judgements about how they might improve their work in the future aided by the 
success criteria given within the lesson, as a tool to facilitate pupil/peer and teacher 
evaluation and feedback.  This information is used to assess the progress of each 
child, for setting new goals, and for passing information on to the next teacher at the 
end of the year and to the parents in the yearly reports in a verbal comment as well as 
a level given for attainment in R.E. 

 
8. Equality Opportunity/Inclusion of  
  

All pupils will have equal opportunity to participate in and gain confidence in 
different scientific activities regardless of their ability, gender, and cultural or ethnic 
background.  This is in accordance with the school’s Equal Opportunities Policy and 
Inclusion Policy.  There should be flexibility within planning to allow for 
differentiation enabling pupils to achieve their potential in all areas of religious 
education.  We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in 
learning religious education.  Where children are to participate in activities outside 
the classroom for example, a visit to a Sikh temple, we carry out a risk assessment 
prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils. 
 
We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those 
with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and those learning English as an 
additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. 

 
9. Healthy Schools Initiative 
 

This initiative has been established following involvement and preparation by a wide 
range of teaching and non-teaching staff, thereby ensuring full coverage of all 
aspects.  Pupils are provided with a wide range of opportunities to explore healthy 
lifestyles through looking at spiritual health. 

 
10. Resources 
 

Pupils will have access to a range of resources including 
 

• Artefacts 
• Visitors to school 
• Planned visits to places of worship/religious interest 
• Published materials/library 
• Computers, internet and other ICT based resources 
• Visual and auditory materials 

 
Our school has very close church/school links with St’ Peter’s Church.  The vicar has 
regular input into each child’s life through weekly assembly and class visits.  Each 
child is given a Children’s Illustrated Bible within their first tern at school to use at 
home and in R.E. lessons at school. 

 
11. Monitoring and Evaluation 
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The R.E. Co-ordinator monitors R.E. teaching and learning across the School by 
lesson observation, work sampling, collecting photographs and individual teacher 
training. 
 
There is an annual review of R.E. on the School Development Day, when the 
Development Plan is drawn up for the next year.  This will take into account any 
future training needs of teaching and support staff. 

 
12. Health and Safety 
 

Pupils are expected to use materials and tools safely in accordance with health and 
safety guidelines. 
 
Care must be taken when candles are being used or lit in any area of the school. 

 
13. Cross Curricular Links 
 

Although we recognise that Religious Education is a subject in its own right, we also 
take account of the clear links that can be made with other subjects and where 
possible outline these in the planning. 
There will be a number of displays both inside and outside of the classrooms with a 
religious theme. At least one hall way display will be multicultural. 
 
There is a clear link with language and literacy as children: 
 

• Express ideas and beliefs through the spoken word 
• Express their feelings through poetry and prose 
• Study religious writings and special books from many faiths with art 
• Investigating pattern and colour in religious art 
• Investigating how famous artists express their faith with geography and 

history 
• Learning about other cultures, times and places with PSCHE 
• Raising self esteem by placing importance on won beliefs 
• Providing an opportunity to discuss special times in their lives. 
• Explore relationships with other people 
• Discuss and reflect upon problems, their own and those of the wider world. 

 
Information and communication technology (ICT) 

 
We use ICT where appropriate in religious education.  The children find, select and 
analyse information, using the internet and CD ROMs.  They also use ICT to review, 
modify and evaluate their work to improve its presentation. 
 
Last Review: November 2011 
Next Review: November 2015 


