
 

Autumn Term 1 2019    

Year group 3 and 4 

Topic 

Unit 1 
Volcanoes  

The children will develop their map and atlas skills by locating areas in the 
world where volcanoes are found. They focus on settlements; why people 
choose to live in certain places with a particular focus on areas near 
volcanoes. In history, they learn about Pompeii and the effect volcanoes can 
have on settlements. The children then look at various types of rocks and 
how they are formed in science. 

 

Literacy 

We will be looking at stories in historical settings, linked to our learning 
about Pompeii. The story we will be focusing on is ‘Escape From Pompeii’ by 
Christina Balit. We will be learning the text and exploring the language and 
grammatical features. This will include a focus on using a range of 
conjunctions and revising the spelling rules for adding the ‘ed’ suffix.  

 

RE 

What do Christians learn from the Creation story? 
This unit focuses on the Creation story in Genesis. The children will explore 
different parts of creation in their immediate environment and discuss how 
God must be good to create such a world. Children will also explore how 
God tells us to live through the story of the Fall.  
 

 

Other important information 

PE and Spanish for 4E is on Wednesday afternoon.  
PE and Spanish for 4D is on a Thursday afternoon.  
PE and Spanish for 4G is on a Thursday afternoon.  
Spanish for 4LS is on a Tuesday afternoon.  
PE for 4LS is on a Friday morning.  
 
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school at all times in case of 
an extra PE lesson. If for a medical reason your child is not doing PE, we 
will need a written note which can be passed on to the appropriate teacher. 

http://www.stpeterssouthweald.org/
http://www.stpeterssouthweald.org/


Thank you. 
 

Homework will be sent out on a Friday, via DB primary where possible and 
will be due in by the following Wednesday at the latest. This will normally be 
for both literacy and maths. If the children do not hand their homework in 
by Wednesday, they will need to miss their playtime.  
 
This will also be alongside weekly spellings and times tables. Each week we 
will set spellings for a test on Friday and times tables for a test on 
Wednesday. Please read the weekly homework letter to see these which is sent 
out on DB Primary every Friday. This is an essential aspect of year 3/4 and 
we will be really encouraging the children to take ownership of this.  
 
In the juniors, the expectation is that the children read at home at least three 
times a week (Monday – Monday), not including parent readers in school. 
They can choose a book from the reading shelves or one from the St. Peter’s 
Reading Challenge. Please record each time in their reading records with a 
date, a signature and a comment. As we are having a whole school focus 
on vocabulary, the children should pick out one word per week from their 
reading which they weren’t sure of the meaning of and find out the meaning. 
They should record the words in their reading records, they don’t need to 
write the meaning but we might ask them!  If the children do not meet the 
expectation of reading three times a week, then will have to miss their 
playtime.  
 
Please make sure that your child has a named painting apron (this can be an 
old shirt) in their locker at all times. If you have any spare old shirts at 
home which you no longer need, we would appreciate the donation.  
 
If you would like to come in and help to hear the children read please let 
your class teacher know and they will arrange a suitable time and day. This 

will only be in the afternoons and not when the children have PE or 
Spanish. Thank you in advance.  

 


