
Year 3/4 History based unit Spectacular Suffragettes (4 weeks) 

Topic overview – This history based unit focused on the Suffragettes. We learn about who 

they were and the impact that they had on modern society.  They create a ‘wiki’ about the 

people and publish it online. The rest of the unit is focussed on music and art from the same 

time period in which the suffragettes lived.  In PSHE the focus is the fundamental British 

Values.   

 

 

History skills  

• Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 

sources.  
• Ask historically valid questions about change, cause of change, similarities and 

differences and their significance.  
• Note connections, contrasts and trends over time. 

• Revisit and use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including:  
• time period  

• era  
• change  

• chronology  
• Place events on a time line using dates 
• Understand the concept of change over time, representing this, along with 

evidence, on a time line. 

Computing skills  

• use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are selected and 

ranked, and be discerning in evaluating digital content 

• use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise 

acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report concerns 
about content and contact. 

• understand computer networks including the internet; how they can provide 

multiple services, such as the world wide web; and the opportunities they offer 
for communication and collaboration 

PSHE skills linked to computing: 
 how to be a discerning consumer of information, including that from search 

engines is ranked, selected and targeted 
 where and how to report concerns and get support with issues online 

 that for most people the internet is an integral part of life and has many 
benefits 

 about the benefits of rationing time spent online, the risks of excessive time 
spent on electronic devices and the impact of positive and negative content 

online on their own and others’ mental and physical wellbeing
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PSHE skills  

British Values: 

 an understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the 
democratic process 

 an acceptance that people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having 
none) should be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of 
prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour 

 an understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting discrimination 

Art skills: 

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing 

and painting with a range of materials  
 learn about great artists in history  

Music skills: 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians  

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 
 

Knowledge:  
 The Suffragettes were activists fighting for women’s 

right to vote in the early 20th Century.  
 Emmeline Pankhurst founded the Suffragette movement.  

 Know that Wikipedia is not a reliable source and can 
be edited by anyone.  

 Know the meaning of the following terminology: 
duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo, dynamics, texture, 

structure to describe music. 
 Democracy is when everyone gets a vote to make a 

decision about something.  
 Claude Monet was a famous artist who painted 

landscapes.  
 

Vocabulary:  
 duration 

 pitch 
 tempo 

 suffragette 
 vote 

 democracy 

 

 


