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Aims and purpose 



The Internet and other digital and information technologies are powerful tools that open up new opportunities for 

everyone.  We believe that the benefits to pupils from access to the resources of the Internet, far exceed the 

disadvantages.  Ultimately, the responsibility for setting and conveying the standards that children are expected 

to follow, when using media and information resources, is one the School shares with parents, guardians and 

carers.  We feel that the best recipe for success lies in a combination of site-filtering, of supervision and by 

fostering a responsible attitude in our pupils in partnership with parents.  

The resources used by pupils at St Peter’s School are usually carefully chosen by the teacher and determined by 

curriculum policies.  Use of the Internet, by its very nature, will occasionally provide access to information which 

has not been selected by the teacher - particularly as children reach the later years of Key Stage 2.  Within school 

and our wider community, there is genuine cause for concern that children may access unsuitable material either 

accidentally or deliberately.  

The purpose of this document is to provide a basis for us all to secure safety online.  It should be considered 

alongside school policies including: 

• Safeguarding / Child Protection 

• Health and Safety 

• Home-School Agreement 

• Behaviour (including the Anti-bullying policy) 

• Social Networking policy 

• GDPR policy 

Teaching and learning  

As the aims of COMPUTING are to equip children with the skills necessary to use technology to become 

independent learners, the teaching style that we adopt is as active and practical as possible. Our  COMPUTING 

scheme from Rising Stars recognises the changing needs and high levels of COMPUTING literacy in 21st Century 

pupils and as a result uses a range of web based applications, free downloadable programs and websites and embeds 

safety as a key principle.  

Teaching approaches may include: 

• Direct instruction on how to use hardware or software (using during COMPUTING lessons) 

• Individuals or groups of children to use COMPUTING equipment support learning in a range of subjects. 

Examples may include; recording and editing video to make a persuasive advert in literacy, or researching a 

history topic using online encyclopedia. 

•  Encourage pupils to explore ways in which the use of COMPUTING can improve their results, for example, 

how a piece of writing can be edited or how the presentation of a piece of work can be improved by moving 

text about, etc.  

To support the embedding of COMPUTING across all areas of the curriculum and to facilitate the above 

approaches pupils have access to the following hardware: 

• Interactive whiteboards in each classroom and most other learning spaces (rainbow room/ key rooms) 

• Fully networked COMPUTING suite for whole class individual access. 

• A bank of I pads  

We recognise that all classes have children with widely differing COMPUTING abilities. This is especially true 

when some children have access to COMPUTING equipment at home, while others do not. We provide personalised 



learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability and experience of the 

child. We achieve this in a variety of ways, by: 

• Setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses. (Differentiation by 

outcome) 

• When appropriate grouping children by COMPUTING ability and setting tasks for differing complexity, 

depth or difficulty for each ability group. (differentiation by task) 

• Using Learning Support Assistants to support the work of individual children or groups of children. 

(differentiation by support) 

• Allowing pupils to self assess their ability according to Must / Should / Could success criteria and select 

work appropriate to their level.  

Using the Internet for Education  

The benefits include: 

• access to a wide variety of educational resources including libraries, art galleries and museums, that can 

stimulate discussion and promote creativity 

• rapid and cost effective world-wide communication 

• gaining an understanding of people and cultures around the globe 

• access to new curriculum materials enhancing the professional development of staff 

• the ability to share resources and set homework. 

• Access to a wide range of video and audio content. 

Responsibilities the school and staff. 

At St Peter’s, we teach pupils about the vast information resources available on the Internet, using it as a planned 

aspect of many lessons: 

Websites: 

• All staff will review and evaluate resources available on web sites appropriate to the age range and ability 

of pupils being taught and the COMPUTING Leader will assist in the dissemination of this information.  

• All staff will carefully and fully check any website, video or audio content for suitability and 

appropriateness including adverts which may appear on the site. 

• Most pupils (especially in EYFS, KS1 and lower KS2) should only be given tasks to perform using a 

preselected and specific website, or groups of websites which have been reviewed for suitability by the 

teacher. This diminishes (but does not eliminate) the risk of access to inappropriate content.  

• As pupils gain experience, they will be taught how to use searching techniques to locate specific 

information for themselves. Staff should teach children how to refine their searches to make them as 

accurate and targeted as possible.  

• Children should be taught to compare different sources of information including books and the 

internet.  As a result they will learn to decide when it is appropriate to use the Internet as opposed to 

other sources of information, in terms of: the time taken; the amount of information found; the usefulness 

and reliability of information that they have located.  

Youtube and other video / audio web content 

• Where possible staff will NOT stream video straight from Youtube but use video conversion software such 

as www.zamzar.com to convert files to a format which can be played through a media player. 

http://www.zamzar.com/


• If Youtube videos are used, staff must check the soundtrack, comments from others below the video, 

adverts which may appear and suggestions for similar video which appear at the end to ensure pupils are not 

exposed to inappropriate content. 

• Any audio files must be listened to in their entirety before use with pupils. 

Use of photographs and images (including Google Images) 

At times information, including photographs and images, may be downloaded from the Internet for use in pupils’ 

work. 

• To avoid inappropriate images appearing in search results, even when ‘innocent’ search terms are used, staff 

should specify pre-checked search terms to be used by pupils. 

• Staff should be aware of ‘links’ which can be accessed from image searches and ensure that pupils know 

how to correctly copy and paste or download the image. 

Plagiarism and copyright 

As children become older, tasks will be set to encourage pupils to view web sites and information with a critical 

eye.   

• St Peter’s specifically discourages the downloading of text for inclusion in pupils’ work.  This includes 

inclusion of such text for homework tasks. 

• As well as encouraging pupils to create original work and avoid plagiarism, St Peter’s School considers it 

appropriate to emphasise the importance of protecting intellectual property rights and, in particular, 

copyright.   

• Staff should ensure pupils will be made aware of these issues and, as soon as they are able, will be 

encouraged to look for copyright information on websites, so reinforcing their understanding of this 

important issue.  

Tablet computers / Ipads 

The nature of the tablet computers means that they are more ‘open’ than the PCs. Staff must take steps to 

ensure pupils are aware of the expectations laid out under pupil expectations.  

• Staff should fully check any applications downloaded by trying them out prior to use and reading user 

reviews in the android market or app store. 

• Staff should not download any new applications without informing the COMPUTING subject leader or 

technician.  

• Staff should check web content on the platform it will be used on (ie. Tablet or computer) as content may 

display differently, including adverts on mobile sites. 

Other E-Safety issues: 

• Member of staff will be aware of the potential for misuse, and will be responsible for explaining to pupils, 

on a regular basis, the expectation we have of them.   

• Teachers will have access to pupils’ emails and workspaces, and will make periodic checks these on a regular 

basis to ensure expectations of behaviour are being met. These checks will look at both down loads and 

uploads made by the children. 

• Staff should make pupils aware of the importance of maintaining privacy online including not sharing 

personal passwords and usernames with peers.  



• The social networking policy highlights the responsibilities of staff in regards to personal and professional 

use of social networking and how it relates to school. 

Home Learning 

There may be occasions, pandemics, severe weather or building issues in school, where pupils have to carry out 

their learning from home. This will be done with a combination of live learning on Zoom and work set on DB Primary, 

Times Table Rock Stars or My Maths. 

The pupils will be monitored through the live learning to make sure that they are safe. All concerns will be reported 

to the DSL. We will regularly remind the children who to contact if they are worried about anything. The pupils will 

also be reminded about safe on line practice regularly. As an SLT we will log into Zoom sessions to monitor the 

quality of provision and also the pupil’s engagement. DB Primary will also log any words that are unsuitable and then 

the pupil can be investigated. We know the families who struggle with access and have devices that they can use 

off site to enable learning.  Pupils who are not engaging will be flagged and followed up by the SLT . 

Pupils’ Access to the Internet  

St Peter’s School will use RM- Trend Micro actively monitored and ‘filtered’ Internet Service, which will minimise 

the chances of pupils encountering undesirable material.  

• No pupil is able to use a mobile phone during school hours/trips and so internet access should only occur via 

the school networks.   

• Children are only allowed to access the Internet when there is a responsible adult present to supervise 

them.   

• When home learning happens parents will be reminded about the need for home filters and that pupils 

should still be monitored when using the computers for learning. 

Expectations for Internet use  

• Pupils must always ask permission before using the Internet and have a clear idea why they are using it. 

• They will only use their own log in details to access the computer, unless told otherwise by the supervising 

adult 

• We expect everyone to be responsible for their own behaviour on the Internet, just as they are anywhere else 

in school.  

• Children and staff will never reveal personal details, home addresses and telephone numbers on the web or in 

dialogue with other Internet users. 

• Children are only permitted to use E Folio accounts for email.  All email will be moderated and monitored by the 

class teacher.  The use of unfiltered web-based email (e.g.Hotmail) is not permitted. 

• Children will not engage in any form of conversation or dialogue with other users on the Internet without 

permission and supervision from their teacher.  This may only occur within privately created chat rooms (linked 

to E Folio) with closely guarded passwords. 

• The use of public chat rooms and Internet Messaging Services is prohibited. 

• The use of social networking sites such as Facebook are not appropriate to primary education and the use of 

the Internet for such purposes is not permitted under any circumstance. 

• Computers in both the COMPUTING suite and the classrooms as well as the tablet computers should only be 

used for schoolwork and homework. 

• Pre selected files may only be downloaded or uploaded by staff, or children under supervision. 

• Pupils using the Internet are expected not to deliberately seek out offensive materials.  Should any such 

material be encountered accidentally, or if any child finds themselves uncomfortable or upset by anything they 



discover on the Internet, they will turn off the monitor immediately and report it immediately to the 

supervising adult.  

• From Foundation Stage upwards pupils should generally only access the network using their own personal 

login.  No network user should access other people’s files unless permission has been given by the supervising 

adult 

• Pupils may have the opportunity to exchange information with other pupils in the school ( or abroad as part of 

the school’s pen pal scheme) via email. When using such facilities they should follow the behavior expectations 

of our school and ensure they comply with teacher instructions at all times.  

• The tablets will be treated the same way as the computers in terms of safety. Pupils will not download or 

attempt to download applications or change settings on the devices.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Web Site Guidelines 

 

A web site can celebrate good work, promote the School, publish resources for projects and homework, and link to 

other good sites of interest. However, to protect our children, the following guidelines will be adhered to:  

• Pictures of pupils will be displayed on our web site but no pupils name is to ever be used either with or without 

a picture.  

 

• Group photographs will not contain a names list 

 

• We will only use images of pupils in suitable dress and never with name. 

 

• Home information and e-mail identities will not be included - only the point of contact to the School, i.e., 

telephone number, school address and e-mail to the school office 

 

• Work displayed will be of the highest quality and reflect the status and ethos of our School  

Any infringement of these conditions of use will be dealt with by the class teacher/Head Teacher as 

appropriate and sanctions may apply.  This may involve suspension of their network access. Parents will 

be informed.  

If a child either accidently or deliberately is exposed to inappropriate material all adults should 

report it to the Head Teacher immediately.  Arrangements can then be made to request that the ISP 

blocks the site. 

 



Parents who would prefer that their children do not appear on our school website, for whatever reason, are asked 

to inform the Head Teacher in writing.  An up-to-date list of such children is kept in the school office and 

referred to before new pages are added.  If, at any time, a parent expresses concern about the use of an image or 

piece of work, they should contact the office and it will be removed from our site as quickly as possible.  

Learning Platform and home access to school resources. 

All pupils and staff have individual user access to E-Primary learning platform. This includes access to an email 

account.  Any user who accesses this provision will be expected to agree to the Acceptable Use Policy before 

access is granted.  This document will be sent home for parents to read, sign and then return to school. 

In key stage 2 pupils may be given a personalised logon and access to ‘Mymaths’, an online resource where maths 

homework can be set. The acceptable use policy also applies to access to this and other similar resources which may 

be purchased in future by the school. 

As online reporting and parental engagement develops, our e-safety guidelines will be reviewed.  

Information and further guidance for parents:  

At St Peter’s, We have done all that is possible to ensure children are protected through the use of a filtered 

service and a requirement that an adult always supervises Internet access.  Our children are taught to use the 

facility sensibly - the rules concerning Internet use are regularly discussed in class and we welcome your 

endorsement of these.  We strongly recommended that parents consider and develop a similar set of rules for the 

use of the Internet outside of school.  You might also like to discuss as a family the issues surrounding e-safety 

including: 

• downloading of music and video content. 

• the use of mobile phones (especially smart phones), ipod touches, tablets including ipads and personal laptops. 

• social networking sites, and the use of blogs, within the home environment.   

• The suitability of age restricted computer games 

You may find the following websites extremely useful to help ensure that children stay safe.  

Childnet International is a non-profit organisation working to help make the Internet a great and safe place for 

young people.  These sites are all created by this organisation  

http://www.childnet-int.org             http://www.kidsmart.org.uk               http://www.chatdanger.com  

You can find downloadable safety leaflets here: 

http://www.childnet-int.org/downloads/parents-leaflet.pdf 

http://www.childnet-int.org/downloads/musicLeaflet.pdf 

http://www.childnet-int.org/downloads/ICRA-Bill-of-Rights.pdf 

http://www.childnet-int.org/downloads/a2poster.pdf  

Other sites which you may find useful:  

  Our Pact                     https://app.ourpact.com 

http://www.childnet-int.org/
http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/
http://www.chatdanger.com/
http://www.childnet-int.org/downloads/parents-leaflet.pdf
http://www.childnet-int.org/downloads/musicLeaflet.pdf
http://www.childnet-int.org/downloads/ICRA-Bill-of-Rights.pdf
http://www.childnet-int.org/downloads/a2poster.pdf
https://app.ourpact.com/


   Selfie Cop                  https://www.selfiecop.com 

Safe Kids                     http://www.safekids.com          

Cyber Patrol                 http://www.cyberpatrol.co.uk 

Net Nanny                    http://www.netnanny.com         

CBBC                            http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/help/safesurfing (aimed at KS1) 

Bullying Online             http://www.bullying.co.uk 

Think U Know               http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk 

These guidelines will be monitored and reviewed by governors/the senior leadership team on a regular basis.  This will be 
at least annually, though this may need to occur more regularly in the light of any significant new developments in the 

use of the technologies, new threats to e-safety or incidents that have taken place. 

 

 

Last Review: March 2022 

Next Review: March 2023 
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