
EYFS St. Peter’s Communication and Language progression plan 

Communication and literacy is a prime area daily focus in EYFS so these skills will be on-going. Listening and attention and speaking skills 

are taught alongside each other.  

At St. Peter’s we provide children with the opportunities to:  

• experience a rich language environment 

• develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves 

• speak and listen in a range of situations. 
 

 

EYFS  
SKILLS  

To begin to talk 
about themselves 
and others  
To begin to sing 
songs 
To begin to  speak 
about a range of 
texts  

To begin  compare 
different things 
To begin to make 
comments about 
their observations 

To become more 
confident when  
describing  stories 
and experiences. 
 

To describe familiar 
texts in detail using 
full sentences  
Participate in small 
group, class and 
one-to-one 
conversation, 
offering their own 
ideas, using 
recently introduced 
vocabulary 
To discuss and use 
new vocabulary e.g. 
that leant about life 
cycles. 
To understand the 
importance of 
listening. 

Express their ideas 
and feelings about 
their experiences 
using full sentences. 
To become more 
accurate  using 
past, present and 
future tenses.  
To talk about the 
knowledge they 
have learnt 
To begin to ask 
questions about 
familiar aspects of 
their environment 
and their learning. 
Asks for 
clarification. 
Begins to listen 
more attentively. 
  

To be able to 
give facts about 
a specified 
subject  
To listen 
attentively and 
respond with 
relevant 
questions 
Offer 
explanations for 
why things 
might happen, 
making use of 
recently 
introduced 
vocabulary from 
stories, non-
fiction, rhymes 
and poems.  



Make comments 
about what they 
have heard and 
ask questions to 
clarify their 
understanding 
Hold 
conversations 
when engaged 
in back-and-
forth exchanges 
with their 
teachers and 
peers 
Listens 
attentively for 
longer periods 
of time. 
Begin to make 
links in their 
knowledge. 

EYFS 
Knowledge  

To know about 
others 
To know familiar 
songs 
To describe different 
stories and non-
fiction texts 
 

To know about 
different festivals 
To be able to talk 
about how different 
people help us 
To begin to talk 
about why things 
happen using new 
vocabulary learnt 

To know different 
traditional stories 
To express their 
ideas and feelings 
about their 
experiences  
 

To know different 
features of texts 
To talk confidently 
about why things 
happen using new 
vocabulary learnt 
To engage in 
meaningful 
conversations with 
others  

To know about a 
range of healthy 
foods and exercise 
To name and sort 
things  
To be able to talk 
about information 
learnt e.g. habitats 
 
 

To know a range 
of facts 
Know how to 
talk about 
knowledge they 
have obtained 
from books and 
talking to adults. 



Year 1  
Communication 
and Language  
 

To listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

Use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

Gives opinions 

Give well-structured descriptions, explanations, and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding 
to comments 

Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play and improvisations  

gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

• Early Communication and language skills taught in EYFS relate to the development of reading and writing in 
year 1  

 

 


