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Area of Learning Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Possible 

Themes/Interests/Lines 
of Enquiry  

Autumn Harvest Family 
Familiar stories 

Autumn              
Remembrance day      

Bonfire Night 
Diwali 

Christmas/Father Christmas story 

Christmas around the world 
Nativity 

Winter           
Chinese New Year 

Local area south weald visit 

Pancake Day 
Easter 

World book day 
Growing up – generations  

Planting/Gardening/Spring 

Toys old and new 

Life cycles – Frog/butterfly/plant 
Marsh farm visit 

Local Area South Weald visit 
Hot and cold places 

Seaside (past and present) 
Under the sea 

Pirates 
minibeasts 

Texts Three Billy Goats Gruff 
Little Red riding Hood 

Goldilocks 
Little Red Hen  

Ugly Duckling 

Three Little Pigs 
Pigs  Might Fly 

Leaf Man 

The Gruffalo 
The Gruffalo’s Child 

Stick Man 
The Christmas story 

Dear santa 

The snowman 

We’re Going on a Bear hunt 
Non Fiction Why should I eat well? 

Litterbug Doug/ Michael Recycle 
Supertato 

A superhero like you 

Mr Wolf’s Pancakes 
Jack and the Beanstalk 

The Enormous Turnip 
Sid the Seed/ The Tiny Seed 

The Old toyshop 

Who Am I? 
The very Hungry Caterpillar 

Dear Zoo 
The Train Ride 

Noah’s Ark 

Handa’s Surprise  
Emma Jane’s aeroplane 

Traditional Tales revisited 

Mary Anning 
Captain Flinn and the Pirate Dinosaurs 

Magic key 
Rainbow Fish/ Bright Stanley 

Superworm 

Communication and 
Language 

Understand how to listen carefully and 

why listening is important. 

Engage in story times. 

 

Ask questions to find out more and to 

check they understand what has been 

said to them. 

Develop social phrases 

Engage in story times. 

 

 

Articulate their ideas and thoughts in 

well-formed sentences. 

Connect one idea or action to another 

using a range of connectives. 

Engage in non-fiction books. 

Listen to and talk about selected non-

fiction to develop a deep familiarity 

with new knowledge and vocabulary. 

Describe events in some detail 

Use talk to help work out problems and 

organise thinking and activities explain 

how things work and why they might 

happen. 

 

Listen to and talk about stories to 

build familiarity and understanding. 

Engage in non-fiction books. 

Listen to and talk about selected 

non-fiction to develop a deep 

familiarity with new knowledge and 

vocabulary. 

 

Retell the story once they have 

developed a deep familiarity with the 

text; some as exact repetition and some 

in their own words. 

Use new vocabulary in different contexts. 

 

Learn new vocabulary                                                    Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound.                               Use new vocabulary in different contexts 

Use new vocabulary through the day                               Learn rhymes, poems, and songs. 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional 

Development 

See themselves as a valuable individual. 

Build constructive and respectful relationships. 

Express their feelings and begin to consider the feelings of others. 

Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. 

Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally. 

Understand importance of healthy food choices. 

 

Think about the perspectives of others. 

Manage their own needs. 

 

NB. These statements have been split for extra focus, but all will apply on an ongoing basis throughout the reception year. 

Physical Development 

 
 

Further develop the skills they need to 

manage the school day successfully: lining 

up and queuing, mealtimes, personal 

hygiene 

Safely negotiate space. Explore 

different ways of moving/travelling using 

our bodies. 

 

 

Revise and refine the fundamental 
movement skills they have already 

acquired: rolling, crawling, walking, 
jumping, running, hopping, skipping, 

climbing. 

 

Further develop and refine a range of 
ball skills including throwing, catching, 

kicking, passing, batting, and aiming. 
Develop confidence, competence, 

precision, and accuracy when engaging 

in activities that involve a ball. 

Know and talk about the different factors 
that support their overall health and 

wellbeing: regular physical activity, 
healthy eating, toothbrushing, sensible 

amounts of ‘screen time’, having a good 

sleep routine, being a safe pedestrian. 
Begin to use a range of apparatus- 

beams tables tunnels mats. 

Combine different movements with 
ease and fluency 

 
Develop the foundations of a 

handwriting style which is fast, 

accurate and efficient. 
 

Confidently and safely use a range of 

large and small apparatus indoors and 

outside, alone and in a group. 

Sports day activities- skipping with rope, 

balancing with bat and ball. 

 

Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, balance, and agility needed to engage successfully with future physical education sessions and other physical disciplines including dance, gymnastics, sport, and swimming. 

Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely, and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks, and spoon. 

Develop a variety of basic cooking techniques; kneading, mixing, measuring, ,cutting and shaping. 

Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor. 

Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination, and agility 

Literacy 

Reading 
 
 

 
 
 
 

          
        Writing 

Enjoy reading books together with adult. 

Read individual letters by saying the 
sounds for them. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Over yellow child dictated sentence 

Blend sounds into words, so that they 

can read short words made up of 
known letter-sound correspondences. 
Read some letter groups that each 

represent one sound and say sounds 

for them.(digraphs and trigraphs) 

Read a few common exception words 

matched to the school’s phonic 

programme. 

 

Over yellow child dictated sentence-  
Copying over and under 

verbally can sound out some words 
(adult underlines) 

Read simple phrases and sentences 

made up of words with known letter–

sound correspondences and, where 

necessary, a few exception words. 

Re-read these books to build up their 

confidence in word reading, their 

fluency and their understanding and 

enjoyment. Reads consonant clusters. 

Can answer simple comprehension 

questions 

 
Copy over and under 

Can read more exception words and 

some words with more than one syllable. 

 

Improving comprehension 

Can suggest what might happen next 

 

 

 

 

 

Copy from adult written child dictated 
sentence./More verbal spelling (adult 

underlines) then onto writing own words  

Beginning to read with more 

fluency (less sounding out of each 

word) 

Beginning to use punctuation when 

reading. 

Beginning to think about the context 

of the sentence to work out 

unfamiliar /tricky words. 

Good comprehension Can talk 

about characters 

behaviour/feelings 

 

Writes given sentence  

Reading with more fluency –and sight 

reading lots of tricky words 
Working on expression  

Good comprehension and some inference 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Think the sentence, say the sentence, 

write the sentence, check the sentence 
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Copy from adult written child dictated 

sentence 
Verbally can sound out some words 

including clusters.(Adult underlines) 
Attempts to write some simple cvc 

words Spell words by identifying the 

sounds and then writing the sound with 

letter/s. 

 

Writes given sentence (support with 

structure) 
 

Begins to write own sentence and 

more successful at structuring 
sentence. 

 

Write short sentences that make sense 
beginning to use a capital letter and full 

stop appropriately. 
Re-read what they have written to check 

that it makes sense. 
 

Phonics Phase 1/2 and tricky words from 

week5 

Phase 3 and tricky words Phase 3 and 4 and tricky words Phase 4  and revision of phase 3 Introduce Phase 5 Introduce Phase 5 

Mathematics Baseline-assess 

Counting objects actions and sounds 

Subitising 

Matching quantities with numerals 1-5 

3.TEACHNumber booklets/assess 
subitising counting objects, sounds and 

actions 
4.Number booklets 

5.counting, subitising 
6.Numerals 1-5 counting, matching 

quantities to numerals (link the 
symbol to its cardinal value), represent 

numbers in a variety of ways 

7. Numerals 1-5 counting, matching 
quantities to numerals (link the 

symbol to its cardinal value), represent 
numbers in a variety of ways 

8. Numerals 6-10 -Matching 
quantities to numerals linking 
symbol to cardinal value. Know 
that the last number when 
counting is the total. 
9.Numerical patterns - ordering 
numbers - begin to understand 
the concept of one more than/ 
one less than/ the same 
understanding the relationship of 
consecutive numbers (using 
concrete objects) 
10. Part- part whole. Composition 
of numbers (link to conceptual 
subitising, there are three here 
and three here so there must be 
six) 
Sustained focus on each number. 
Number bonds 2,3,4,5 
11. Part- part whole. Composition 
of numbers. Number bonds 
6,7,8,9,10 
12. Addition concrete using 
resources. Introduce sign. Begin 
to read number sentences 
13. Addition pictorial/ abstract. 
Begin to write number sentences. 
14. Assess and revisit 
 

1.Numberbonds – revisit to 5,  EXT 
to 10 
2. Doubling (up to 5) EXT 10. 
Concrete using resources. Use sign. 
Read and write number sentences 
3. Subtraction concrete using 
resources. Introduce sign. 
Pictorial/ abstract. Read and write 
number sentences 
4. Subtraction facts – recall 
number bonds to 5. Part-part 
whole subtraction facts. 
5. Sharing/ division (between 2 and 
more than 2) 
6. Halving – Halve shapes and 
numbers. Assess. 
 

7. Numbers 11-20 – Recognising 
numerals and their value, ordering 
numbers 
8. Numbers 11-20 - Recognise 
patterns, partitioning 
9. 2D Shape – Shape names and 
properties, compose and decompose 
shapes, recognise a shape can have 
shapes within. 
10. 2D Shape – Select, rotate and 
manipulate shapes to develop spatial 
reasoning (copy increasingly complex 
2D pictures and patterns), tangrams,  
11. 3D Shape – Shape names and 
properties, rotate and manipulate 
shapes to develop spatial reasoning 
(copy increasingly complex 3D 
pictures, patterns and models), 
construction tiles, tangrams, blocks, 
building sets, finding 2D shapes 
within 3D shapes 
12. Assess 
 

 1.Revisit patterns – shape 
2patterns, number patterns and 
tracks, counting patterns 

3..Measuring length and height  
4..Measuring weight and 
capacity 
5..Counting in 2s (grouping), odd 
and even 
6..Time 
7..Money 

 

8.Revision of number 

9. Counting in 2s (lots of) 
10. Counting in 10s (lots of) 
11. Revision of number 
12. Revision of number 
13. Revision of number 
14. Assess 
 

Understanding the 
World 

(including  computing 
and RE links) 

 
 

Talk about members of their immediate 
family and community. 

Name and describe people who are 
familiar to them. 

Past and present events 
Story maps 

 
Christianity- Harvest  Creation 

 

 
Mouse control click and drag 

Take a photo using an ipad 

Recognise that people have different 

beliefs and celebrate special times in 

different ways. 

Order and sequence familiar events 

Story maps 

 

Judaism    

Christianity- Incarnation (birth of 

Jesus)/ Nativity 

 

 
Mouse control click and drag 
Take a photo using an ipad 

 

Recognise some environments that are 

different to the one in which they live. 

 

Investigate simple scientific concepts 
How materials change over time/ 

heating and freezing 
 

Islam 

Christianity- Incarnation (Epiphany) 
 

 
 

 
Navigate a simple program 

Understand that some places are special 
to members of their community. 

 
Comment on images of familiar situations 

in the past.Old and new toys 
 

Investigate simple scientific concepts 
Floating and sinking 

Plants and growing- how to look after a 

plant 
 

 
Christianity- Salvation 

 
Navigate a simple program 

Program a beebot 
 

 

Explore the natural world around 

them. 

Draw information from a simple 
map. 
 

Investigate simple scientific concepts 
Forces- push and pull, magnetism 

Lifecycles 

Recognise some similarities and 

differences between life in this 

country and life in other countries. 

Explore maps and globes. 

 

Christianity- Gospel 

 

Use a keyboard 

 

Comment on images of familiar situations 

in the past.Old and new toys/ seaside 

Compare and contrast characters from 

stories, including figures from the past. 

Mary Anning/ dinosaurs (extinction) 

Talk about differences and similarities 

(the role of women in society) 

Aerial maps and identify and talk about 

geographical features. 

 

 

Christianity- Pentecost 

Other religions 
 

 
Use word program 

Change font  style, size and colour 
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Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them 

Describe what they see, hear, and feel whilst outside. Explore the natural world around them. 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 

 

 

Develop storylines in their pretend play. 

Retell stories using props. 

 

 

Joins in with nursery rhymes and songs 

 

Continuous  provision Drawing and 

painting and other mediums 

 

Building with variety of materials and 

begin to make simple joins 

 

Sing in a group or on their own, 

increasingly matching the pitch and 

following the melody. 

Nativity (singing and performing) 

Appraising music describing how it 

makes them feel. 

 

Continuous  provision Drawing and 

painting and other mediums 

 

Return to and build on their previous 

learning, refining ideas and developing 
their ability to represent them 

Learn instrument names and how to 
play 
 

Continuous  provision Drawing and 

painting and other mediums 

 

Building with variety of materials and  

make simple joins 

 

Create collaboratively sharing ideas, 

resources, and skills. 

 

Tempo and rhythm 

Continuous  provision Drawing and 

painting and other mediums 

 

Listen attentively, move to and talk 

about music, expressing their  

feelings and responses. 

 

Dynamics 

Continuous  provision Drawing and 

painting and other mediums 

Sculpture clay and playdoh 

 

Building for purpose with variety of 

materials and  make simple joins 

 

Watch and talk about dance and 

performance art, expressing their 
feelings and responses 
 

Simple graphic scores. 

Continuous  provision Drawing and 

painting and other mediums 

Sculpture clay and playdoh 

 
 

                    

                  Experiment using different tools and techniques. 

                  Explore, use, and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings 

                  Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. Return to and refine ideas. 


