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By the end of year 6 children at St Peter’s School should demonstrate the following essential characteristics of historians:  

➢ By the end of year 6 children at St Peter’s  should demonstrate the following essential characteristics of historians: 

➢   A love of history 

➢  A sound knowledge and understanding of people, events and contexts from a range of historical periods 

➢  The ability to consistently support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using detailed, appropriate and accurate evidence from a range of 

sources  

➢  The ability to think about, reflect on, debate and evaluate the past 

➢   The ability to formulate and refine questions and lines of enquiry 

➢   An enthusiastic engagement in learning, which develops their sense of curiosity about the past and their understanding of how and why people interpret 

the past in different ways 

➢   A respect for historical evidence and the ability to use it to support their explanations and judgements about events 

➢   A desire to embrace challenging activities environment.   

 

INVESTIGATE 
AND 
INTERPRET THE 
PAST 

EYFS KS1 LOWER KS2 UPPER KS2 

UW YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 
Understand what the past 
means. 
Can name some things 
that have happened a 
long time ago or recently. 
 
 
Can compare past and 
present  by looking at 
pictures and artefacts. Eg 
old and new toys/seaside/ 
transport. 

I can use sources to 
enable me to distinguish 
between fact and fiction 
 
 I can listen to adults 
talking about the past and 
discuss how reliable their 
memories are  
 
 I can find answers to 
simple questions about 
the past from sources of 
information e.g artefact 

I can compare two 
versions of a past event 
e.g. comparing a picture 
to an account of an event 
 
 I can talk about the 
reliability of photos, 
accounts and stories  
 
 I can compare pictures or 
photos of people or 
events in the past  From 
observations, I can use an 
object to answer 
questions about the past 

I can describe some of the 
primary sources I have 
looked e.g. photos, 
artefacts, pictures, visits 
to museums etc  
 
 I can observe small 
details through handling 
artefacts 
 
 I can identify and give 
reasons for different ways 
in which the past is 
represented  
 
I can compare different 
versions of past events  
  
 

I can use evidence to build 
up a picture of a past 
event  
 
 I can choose relevant 
material to present a 
picture of one aspect of 
life in time past  
 
 I can begin to evaluate 
the usefulness of different 
sources   
 
 I can ask a variety of how 
and why questions   
I can retrieve information 
from secondary sources 
e.g. text books, internet 
etc 
 

I can begin to identify 
primary and secondary 
sources  
 
 I can compare accounts 
of events from different 
sources   
 
 I can use evidence to 
build up a picture of a 
past event  
 
 I can suggest some 
reasons for different 
versions of events  I can 
select relevant sections of 
information to support 
my thinking about an 
event or period of history 

I can identify primary and 
secondary sources 
 
  I can use a range of 
sources to find out about 
an aspect of time past 
 
  I can link sources and 
decide how the 
conclusions were made 
 
  I can check the accuracy 
of interpretations 
   
I am aware that different 
evidence will lead to 
different conclusions  
 
 I can confidently use the 
library and internet 
 



HAVE AN 
OVERVIEW OF 
WORLD 
HISTORY 

EYFS KS1 
 

LOWER KS2 UPPER KS2 

UW YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 
Name some significant 
people from the past eg 
Mary Anning, Jesus. 

I can begin to describe 
significant people from 
the past 

I can describe historical 
events  
 I recognise  that there 
are reasons why people 
in the past acted as they 
did 

I can describe 
characteristics features of 
the past e.g. ideas, 
beliefs, attitudes and 
experience of men, 
women and children 
 
I can describe changes 
that have happened in 
the locality of the school 
throughout history e.g. 
links Roman Britain  
 
I can give a broad 
overview of life in Britain 
e.g recap and 
chronologically order 
periods of history or 
famous events already 
studied 

I can compare some of 
the times studied with 
those of other areas of 
the world e .g. what was 
happening in Britain 
during the time of 
Ancient Egypt? Or 
Ancient Greeks?  
 I can describe the social, 
ethnic, cultural or 
religious diversity of a 
past society 

I can continue to and 
change in the history of 
the locality of the school 
 
I can begin to overview of 
life in Britain and some 
major events across the 
rest of the world 
 
 I can compare some of 
the times studied with 
those of other areas of 
the world e.g. what was 
happening in Britain from 
the Stone Age though to 
current day?  
 

I can give a broad 
overview of life in Britain 
and some major events 
across the rest of the 
world 
 I can compare some of 
the times studied with 
those of other areas of 
the world e.g. what was 
happening in Britain from 
the Stone Age though to 
current day?  
 I can describe social, 
ethic, cultural or religious 
diversity of a past society 
e.g. The Romans 
 
 I can describe 
characteristics features of 
the past e.g. ideas, 
beliefs, attitudes and 
experience of men, 
women and children 
linked to the Romans 

UNDERSTAND 
CHRONOLOGY 

EYFS KS1 
 

LOWER KS2 UPPER KS2 

UW YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 
I can use everyday 
language related to time  
 
I can order and sequence 
familiar events  
 
 I can talk about past and 
present events in my life 
and the lives of my family 
 
With support use a simple 
timeline. 
 

I can sequence events 
from my life  
 
 I can order 3 or 4 
artefacts from different 
periods on a timeline  
 
 I can match objects to 
people from different 
periods of time 

I can explain changes that 
have occurred in my life 
and describe memories of 
these key events e.g. 
When I was 4 I went to 
school, When I was 2 my 
sister/brother was born 
  
I can label time lines of 
artefacts/ pictures with 
words such as: past, 
present, older, newer 
  
 I am beginning to use 
dates when appropriate 

I can place the period 
being studied on a time 
line  
 
I can use dates and words 
related to the period 
studied and the passing 
of time  
 
I can sequence several 
events or artefacts 
chronologically 

I can place the events 
from the period being 
studied on a time line  
 
I am beginning to date 
specific events from the 
period studied and use 
relevant terms associated 
with the period   

I know, and I am able to 
sequence key events 
from the period studied  
 
 I can use relevant terms 
confidently for the period 
studied  
 I can make comparisons 
between different 
periods of History 

I can place current period  
of study on a time line in 
relation to others studied  
 
I can confidently and 
accurately use relevant 
dates and terms for all 
periods studied  
I can sequence up to 10 
events on a time line 
accurately  
 
 I can describe the main 
changes in a period of 
history, using terms such 
as: social religious, 
political, technological 
and cultural 
 
 



ABLE TO 
COMMUNICATE 
HISTORICALLY 

EYFS KS1 
 

LOWER KS2 UPPER KS2 
 

UW YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 Year 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 
I am beginning to use the 
past tense and phrases 
such as yesterday, a long 
time ago 
 
 I can use role play to act 
out events/stories in the 
past. 

I can use phrases such as: 
a long time ago, recently, 
when my parents/ carers 
were children to describe 
the passing of time  
 
 I can communicate my 
historical knowledge 
through discussion, 
drawing, drama/role play, 
making models, writing, 
using ICT 

I can use phrases such as: 
years, decades, and 
centuries to describe the 
passing of time  
 
I can demonstrate an 
understanding of 
concepts such as 
civilisation, monarchy, 
parliament, democracy 
and war and peace.  
 
 I can communicate my 
historical knowledge 
through discussion, 
drawing, drama/role play, 
making models, writing, 
using ICT  
 

I am beginning to use 
appropriate historical 
vocabulary to 
communicate my ideas 
including: dates, time 
period, era, change, 
chronology 
  
I can communicate my 
historical knowledge 
through discussion, 
drawing, drama/role play, 
making models, writing, 
using ICT 

I can use appropriate 
historical vocabulary to 
communicate my ideas 
including: dates, time 
period, era, change, 
chronology 
  
 I can recall, select and 
organise historical 
information   
 
I can use literacy and 
numeracy  and ICT to a 
good standard in order to 
communicate information 
about the pas 

I can recall, select and 
organise historical 
information   
 
 I can use appropriate 
historical vocabulary 
including: dates, time 
period, era, chronology, 
change, century, decade 
to demonstrated 
knowledge and 
understanding  
 
 I can use literacy and 
numeracy to an excellent 
standard in order to 
communicate information 
about the past 

I can select and organise 
historical information to 
produce structured work 
and use dates and terms 
accurately. 
 
 I can use appropriate 
historical vocabulary 
including: dates, time 
period, era, chronology, 
change, century, decade, 
legacy, continuity  
 
 I can use literacy and 
numeracy to an excellent 
standard in order to 
communicate information 
about the past 

 


