
 

A few things you might find useful to know as your child starts 
school at St Peter’s… 
 

 On the first day, bring your child to the playground. Their teacher will come out to collect them.  
 

Things your child will need at school: 
 

 A St Peter’s red book bag (available from M&S or Havering Schoolwear). 

 PE bags are green, swimming bags are red (and can be purchased from Havering Schoolwear) 

 An apron for painting (an old shirt with the sleeves cut down is perfect!) 

 When it is really hot in the summer, your child may bring a hat to wear in the playground to protect them from 
the sun (St Peter’s Kepi Cap available from M&S or Havering Schoolwear). 

 Your child may bring sun cream to school. However, we cannot take responsibility for reminding them to put it 
on. The Midday Assistants will help them to put it on if your child asks. We recommend the sun-cream wipes, 
as they are much easier for the children to manage. 

 Children are offered fruit or veg at playtime to keep the energy levels up for the second half of the morning so 
the children will not need to bring their own snack in.  

 Children should being a clearly named water bottle to school every day which they will have access to 
throughout the day. 

 The transition from winter uniform to summer uniform is flexible, depending on the weather, but we tend to 
move into summer uniform after the Easter holidays, and back into winter uniform by the end of the first 
autumn half term. 

  It is really important to label everything, including shoes (if shoes are black inside perhaps you might stick a 
label in), Wellington boots, PE clothes, swimming things and painting apron. 

 
Life in school     
 

 Our school day is in three main parts, before play, after play and after lunch! 
School begins at 8.45 am 
Playtime is at 10.15 for 15 minutes 
Lunchtime is at 11.50 until 12.50 pm (Juniors 12.30 – 1.20pm) 
School finishes at 3.10 pm. 
In the mornings, please could parents wait with their children.  When the bell rings the children should 
make their way to their lines where their teacher will meet them.  

 We have Worship at 10.30 am. 

 If your child is unable to attend school through sickness or any other reason, please telephone by 9.30 am to 
leave a message on the dedicated absence line and then send an explanatory letter to the class teacher on 
his/her return.    

 Taking holiday during term time is strongly discouraged. Governors will only authorise up to 5 days in 
exceptional circumstances.  A holiday request form available from the school office is required to be 
completed.  If it is for a reception child or for 5 days or more, an appointment with the Headteacher will be 
necessary. 

 We prefer not to administer medicines in school. If it is essential that your child takes medicine during the day, 
please leave it in the office in the morning with clear written instructions, and collect it at the end of the day. 

 We are not allowed to administer any sort of antiseptic creams.  

   



 In ‘normal circumstances’, we love to have parents who can help listen to the children read. If you can spare 
half a day a week (or even a fortnight) to support your child’s class with reading or any other activities, we 
would be very grateful.  Your teacher will let you know when this is possible again.  

 This is the same for when we have swimming. On swimming days we ask that parents who can, form a rota to 
help the children change. If you can possibly help, please see your child’s class teacher about how this is 
organised. 

 If you do come in to help, please report at the office, sign in and get a visitors badge, then go to the class 
where you are helping. 

 Under legislation, all helpers in the school have to undergo a DBS check before being allowed to work in the 
school or accompany trips.  If you are kind enough to support us, we will need to ask you to complete an 
online form and produce identification documents.  These disclosure checks take about two weeks to be 
processed. Please enquire at the office. 

 We have a system of positive reinforcement of behaviour and of children’s efforts in their work. We reward 
them in many ways, but in particular, if your child has done something special, they will be awarded a 
Headteacher’s Award (a beautiful red sticker). If they achieve 5 Headteacher’s Awards in one half term, they 
will get a much-coveted Gold Headteacher’s Award. 

 Please see our school website which outlines the work they will be covering during the coming half term. 

 Parking in the mornings and evenings is a challenge. Please use the church car park. 

 When we attend school church services you are very welcome to join us.  We expect all children to wear a 
blazer and beret/cap. 

 If you wish to alter ‘going home’ arrangements on a particular day, it is necessary to inform your child’s 
teacher in writing or in an emergency, call the office to let them know who will be collecting them. It may be 
necessary to have a password  for safe-guarding purposes.  

 
Money 

 

 Contributions to swimming lessons are collected half-termly during the terms when the children swim. You will 
be sent a letter via email when it is due and the amount will be applied to the ParentPay account as a separate 
item. 

 Occasionally we invite visitors in to the school to enhance your child’s learning, for example, theatre groups 
and musicians.  We have to pay for these, so occasionally we ask for contributions towards the cost.  Payment 
to be made via ParentPay. 

 Sometime during the school year, it is likely that your child’s class will go on a school trip. Again, these have to 
be paid for, so we will ask you to pay for the costs incurred on these trips, for example coach fees and entry to 
museums, again via ParentPay. 

 
Lunchtimes 

 

 We have a rota for different types of ball games and toys at lunchtimes. 

 Each child in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 is now entitled to a free hot school meal. 

 If you provide your child with a packed lunch, please include a carton of drink (but no bottles and no sweets) 
and PLEASE DO NOT GIVE YOUR CHILD ANY KIND OF NUT PRODUCTS IN THEIR LUNCH BOXES (EG. PEANUT 
BUTTER). SOME CHILDREN ARE EXTREMELY ALLERGIC TO THESE PRODUCTS AND BECOME VERY ILL EVEN WITH 
THE SMELL OF THEM. 

 
  


