
Year  5/6 – Rivers Deep, Mountains High 

Geography 

Specific skills for this unit 

- Name and locate the main countries in Africa, Asia and Australasia/Oceania (and identify their main 
environmental regions and key physical and human characteristics) 

- Compare temperatures of various locations 
- Name and locate key topographical features (including coast, features of erosion, hills, mountains and 

rivers) 
- Begin to use primary and secondary sources of evidence in their investigations 
- Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: rivers, mountains, and the water 

cycle.  
- Identify and describe how the physical features affect the human activity within a location. 
- Field sketching, photography, measurement 
- Draw a plan view map accurately. Use field work to observe, measure, record and present the human 

and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies, 

- Begin to use atlases to find out about other features of places. (e.g. find wettest part of the world) Use 
maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

- key topographical features, (including hills, mountains, coasts & rivers) and land use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.  

Knowledge for this unit 

• The start of a river is called its source.  
• Coasts are the place where the sea and land meet.  
• The sea erodes the cliffs and large rocks fall away into 

the sea.  
• Erosion is caused by wind, water flow and is where 

areas of rock are worn away. 
• Headlands, bays, arches ,caves, stacks and stumps. 
• Certain types of coastlines tend to erode more quickly 

than others.  
• That transpiration is when water is obtained from 

plants and enters the atmosphere as water vapour.  

Previous knowledge 

• Use maps, atlases to find key water 
features around the world (rivers, 
lakes, seas) particularly those in 
the UK and Europe; and sketch 
own maps.  

• Describe and understand how the 
water cycle works. 

• Describe and understand key 
aspects of the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water. 

Maps, Atlases, Water Cycle, Evaporation, 
Precipitation, Condensation, Run-off 

 

• Key Vocab: 

• Drought  
• Topographical  
• Precipitation  
• Transpiration  

Art skills 

Specific skills for this unit 

Develop and imaginatively extend ideas from starting points throughout the curriculum. 
• Collect information, sketches and resources and present ideas imaginatively in a sketch book. 
• Comment on artworks with a fluent grasp of visual language. 

• Select colour and technique for purpose (create feelings, mood, light, shade, hues and tones) 
• Annotate work in sketch books.   

Knowledge for this unit 

• David McEown celebrates some of the most beautiful, yet fragile nature 
of our planet.  
He uses watercolour, focussing on landscapes and has captured some 
of the most beautiful areas of the world, such as Canada and 

Previous knowledge 

to improve their mastery of art 
and design techniques, 
including drawing and painting 
with a range of materials  

WOW start - Visit to 
Pole's Wood to record 

water sources and 
recap features of rivers 
(in prep for art work)

Week 1

Geography- Physical 
features of African/Oceania  

countries/volcanoes, 
mountains and rivers  

Week 2/3 

Geography- Make links between mountains 
and rivers

Water Cycle- transpiration 

Water as an envrionmental issue

Week 4/5

Art- Watecolour landscapes 
(artist- David McEown)

Final outcome- Art Gallery



 

 

 

Antarctica. His work emphasises the sense of impermanence and 
change. He brings an awareness of the beauty of our planet.  

 
- Watercolour work is semi-transparent and combines fine pigment 

particles with water to create a distinctive effect. 
- You can control the strength of the pigment by the volume of water 

which is added.  
- You can ‘bleed’ the colours together to create effects.   

learn about great artists in 
history (Frida Kahlo) Claude 
Monet – painting, 
Previous Vocabulary: 
inspiration, style, vibrant 
colours 

Key Vocab:  

• Harmonious colours 

• Complementary  

• Colour palette   


