
 
 

 
Swimming at St Peter’s … for your information 
 
 
History 
 

The pool at St Peter’s was built in 1972.  It was funded by the School Association of the 
day.  As far as we know, only one other primary school in the area had its own pool.  All 
other school-based swimming was at secondary level. 
 
 
Swimming in the National Curriculum 
 

Swimming is a non-statutory part of the National Curriculum for Physical Education at Key 
Stage One.  This means that schools are not obliged to teach children to swim at this 
stage.  At Key Stage Two, swimming is a statutory requirement, and schools are expected 
to make provision for children to learn to swim at least 25m. 
 
The National Curriculum requirements for swimming in all primary schools in England are 
as follows: 
 

Key Stage One Key Stage Two 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 Move in water 
 Float and move without swimming aids 
 Feel the buoyancy and support of water and 

swimming aids 
 Propel themselves in water using different 

swimming aids, arm and leg action and basic 
strokes 

 Front paddle and back paddle only 

Pupils should be taught to: 
 Pace themselves in floating and swimming 

challenges related to speed, distance and 
personal survival 

 Swim unaided for a sustained period of time 
over a distance of at least 25m 

 Use recognised arm and leg actions, lying 
on their front and back 

 Use a range of recognised strokes and 
personal survival skills 

 Introduction of breast-stroke and butterfly 

The National Curriculum DFEE 2000 
 

 
Our Swim Scheme 
 

At St Peter’s we see the National Curriculum requirements as a bare minimum.  We 
provide our children with swimming lessons once a week from the summer term until the 
autumn half term.  We employ two specialist swimming teachers during the months when 
swimming is possible.  As the children learn, they are encouraged by award schemes for 
distances accomplished, and the National Curriculum Award Scheme.  Details of these 
schemes are attached to this document. 
 



We also hold annual galas, in the summer term, for Y2, Y3/4 and Y5/6, and we enter a 
team for the Brentwood Schools Gala. 
 
This season teachers will receive termly reports on the children’s progress in swimming, 
and there will be record of your child’s progress over the year in the Annual Statement of 
Achievement.   
 
 
Our Pool 
 

The pool at St Peter’s is 15 metres long by 5.5 metres wide.  It is heated by means of a 
gas boiler to a cosy 86o  which is monitored daily.  The children do not swim if the 
temperature falls below 83o. 
 
The maintenance involves a daily vacuum, around, in and on top of the pool, daily water 
tests, temperature check and cleaning of the changing rooms. 
 
Our running costs per season are approximately £15,000. 
 
 
Funding 
 

Despite the fact that schools are expected to make provision for children to learn to swim, 
there are no funds available for this from central government to cover the substantial 
costs, so schools are obliged to approach parents for support.  With these donations we 
are able to provide swimming for all children.  Funding for swimming for any children 
whose family circumstances restrict their ability to contribute towards these lessons is 
taken from the general school fund which is intended to fund the rest of the curriculum.  
Last year 95% of parents at St Peter’s felt able to make contributions to support their 
child’s swimming lessons. 
 
Most schools who do not have their own pool also ask for donations to cover the cost of 
providing lessons at other venues, eg at the Brentwood Centre.  Needless to say, off-site 
lessons mean that swimming takes up far more time in the school day than it does at 
St Peter’s.   
 
It is worth noting that at the time of writing lessons with local providers cost £5.40 for half 
an hour, so we are pleased to be able to keep our request for donations relatively low at 
£2.75 per lesson.   


