
Year 1 RE – Enquiry 4 – Theology 

What does the cross mean to Christians? 

This unit focuses on the Easter story. Children will explore the symbolism of the cross and visit the local 

church.  

 
What have we learned about the symbol of light in different religions?  

 Core learning – what we need to know 

Knowledge – 
Children will 
learn… 

✓ The Easter narrative in the Bible.  
✓ Christians believe Jesus’ died on a cross (crucifixion) to save people (salvation).  
✓ Christians believe Jesus came back to life (resurrection).  
✓ Christians believe Easter gives people hope of a new life, now and in the future. 

 

Outcomes – 
children will 
be able to … 

✓ Give a clear, simple account of the Easter Story.  
✓ Recognise that the Easter Story contains Christian beliefs about salvation.  
✓ Recognise that the Easter Story is a source of hope for Christians. 

 
Key vocabulary  
Christian   Cross   Crucifixion  Jesus     Resurrection  Salvation 
 

 

Engage

Explore the 
Easter Story in 
different media 
forms e.g. video, 
drama, artwork, 

music.

What questions 
does this raise 

for the children?  
What do they 
notice?  What 

might they want 
to find out?

Enquire and 
explore.

Explore different 
crosses and 

crucifixes and 
explain their 
symbolism. 

Use a range of 
pictures or actual 

artefacts 

Visit your local 
church and look at 

the different 
crosses found 

there

Enquire and 
explore

Design and 
create cards 
that could 

be given out 
by 

Christians at 
Easter. 

Make sure 
the images 
and texts 

communica
te Christian 

beliefs.

Enquire and 
explore

Invite a 
member of 

the Christian 
Community 

in to talk 
about 
Easter.  

Evaluate

Children 
design and 

make an Easter 
Garden and 

remember the 
main symbols 

to include from 
the Easter 

story?  If it was 
a modern-day 
garden – what 

might be 
different in it?  

Why?

Express:

Discuss why hope is 
important. Use 
artwork/music 
associated with 

Easter and how it 
reflects Christian 

beliefs about hope.  
Give the children 

the word HOPE and 
ask them to draw 

and or write things 
they would want to 
hope for at Easter 

time.  Can they 
explain why?  What 

might Christian’s 
hope for?  Are these 

different to what 
they chose?


