
 Year 2 RE – Enquiry 3 

Theology  

What does the nativity story teach Christians about Jesus? 

This unit focuses on the nativity story and why people gather together at Christmas.  

 

is an important symbol to Hindus? What have we learned about the symbol of light in different religions?  

 Core learning – what we need to know 

Knowledge – Children 
will learn that…. 

✓ The Christian belief that God became human in Jesus.  
✓ The Nativity narratives are in the books of Luke and Matthew in the Bible.  
✓ How incarnation and salvation relate to one another for Christians.  
✓ Jesus is an important and historical figure to Christians.  
✓ Christians use the nativity story to influence their actions at Christmas, e.g., 

thankfulness and giving. 
 

Outcomes – children 
will be able to … 

✓ Retell the Christmas story.  
✓ Recognise that Christians believe Jesus was sent by God to be him in the flesh.  
✓ Give examples of ways in which Christians use the story of the nativity to guide their 

beliefs and actions at Christmas.  
✓ Recognise the connection between Christmas and Easter. 
 

Key vocabulary 
Advent   Christmas   Incarnation   Jesus  
Nativity   Salvation   Son Of God   Thankfulness 
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Engage 

Read the nativity 
stories (Luke and 

Matthew) - look at 
different pictures of 
the nativity scenes. 
Can they spot the 

different characters?  
What questions does 

it raise for the 
children?  What do 
they notice about 

how Jesus is treated 
in both stories?  Why 

do they think this?

Enquire and 
explore. 

Recap the 
nativity story.

What presents 
might the 

children chose 
to take today to 

baby Jesus?  
Why?  Draw 

and label these 
for a display.

Enquire and 
explore

Design a 
bedroom for 

the baby 
Jesus, what 

will you have 
in there to 
show he is 
important?  

Why did they 
choose each 
item?  How is 
it different to 
the stable and 
manger from 
the story they 
have heard?

Evaluate

Explore the concepts 
of advent calendars 

and posada sets 
marking the days 

leading up to 
Christmas.  Use the 

following websites as 
sources to support 

this: 
www.bbc.co.uk/new

sround/42182268 
and 

https://kids.britannic
a.com/kids/article/La

s-Posadas/625672 

Evaluate

Explore 
charity 

projects that 
happen at 
Christmas 

e.g. Christian 
Aid, CAFOD, 

local 
foodbanks. 

Visit the 
Christian Aid 
website to 

explore what 
they did to  
celebrate it

Express

Explore why people join 
together at Christmas 
time and why this is 
important? Ask the 
children think about 

Jesus and why he is so 
special and important 
in the nativity story –
why this is celebrated.  
How he is the ‘light of 
the world’ and link to 
previous learning on 

light.  Ask the children 
to draw / write / 

explain Jesus 
importance to 

Christians.
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