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Year 2  Geography based unit – ‘Street Detectives’ (8 weeks) 

PSHE skills 

Specific skills for this unit 

How to make friends with others 
• How to recognise when they feel lonely and what they could do about it  
• How people behave when they are being friendly and what makes a good friend  
• How to resolve arguments that can occur in friendships 
• How to ask for help if a friendship is making them unhappy 
• How words and actions can affect how people feel  
• How to ask for and give/not give permission regarding physical contact and how to respond if physical 

contact makes them uncomfortable or unsafe  
• Why name-calling, hurtful teasing, bulling and deliberately excluding others is unacceptable  
• How to respond if this happens in different situations  
• How to report bullying or other hurtful behaviour, including online, to a trusted adult and the importance 

of doing so 

Knowledge for this unit 
• Know the definition and 

difference between teasing, 
bullying and hurtful behaviour 

• Know the definition of 
physical contact 

Previous knowledge 
• Being safe 
• Health and prevention 
• Basic first aid 
• Mental wellbeing 
• Respectful relationships/caring relationships 
• Online safety 
• Healthy eating, drugs etc.  
Key Vocab: 
• Respect 
• Relationship 
• Behaviour 
• Arguments 
• Teasing 
• Bullying 

Music skills 

Specific skills for this unit 

Composing (Glockenspiel) 

• Order sounds to create a beginning, middle and end  

• Choose sounds to achieve an effect (including use of technology)  

• Begin to compose short  patterns using two or three notes (tuned instruments/voice)  

• Create short, rhythmic patterns – sequences of long and short sounds 

• Be selective in the control used on an instrument in order to create an intended effect 

• Create their own symbols to represent sounds 

• Choose sounds to create an effect on the listener 

• Use simple structures (e.g. repetition and order) in a piece of music 

• Know that in between musical phrases are where we breathe in a song 
  



Knowledge for this unit 

• Glockenspiel is a tuned percussion instrument 

• Know what a rest is in a song 
Know that composing means putting together a piece 
of music to create a beginning, middle and end  
 
Charanga – Reflect, Rewind and Replay. 

• Focus on revision of music theory and performing. 

Previous knowledge 

• Glockenspiel stage 1 Charanga 
Key Vocab: 

• Glockenspeil 

• Rhythmic patterns 

• Tuned/untuned 

• Symbols 

• Notes 

• Compose 

• Notes 

• Crotchet 

• Minim 

• Semi-breve 

• Rest 

Art skills 

Specific skills for this unit 

Drawing focus (self-portraits at beginning of year): 
• Investigate tone by drawing light/ dark lines, patterns and shapes using a pencil. Name, match and draw lines/ marks from 

observations.  
• Sketch to make quick records & annotate ideas & observations.  
• Draw from observation (landscape, figures & still-life) and memory or imagination.  
• Draw on different surfaces using a range of media showing some control of the marks made 
Painting (landscape of school building – Ted Harrison):  
• Make lighter and darker tones of a colour.    
• Recognise warm and cold colours.   
• Control types of marks made with a range of techniques e.g. layering, mixing media and adding texture 
• Use a sketchbook to plan and develop simple ideas and store information on colour mixing, the colour wheel and colour 

spectrums.   
• Select different size brushes to create different marks appropriate to the desired outcome 

Knowledge for this unit 
• What landscape means 
• Understand the difference between warm and 

cold colours 
• How to use a colour wheel 
• Ted Harrsion (painter) born in Wingate, England 

in 1926.  
• He was well known for his painting of landscapes 

looking psychedelic  

Previous knowledge 
Self-portraits exploring skills above 
Observational drawing (nature) 
 
Key Vocab: 
• Texture 
• Sketch 
• Proportion  
 

History skills 

Specific skills for this unit 

Investigate and interpret the past: 
• I can compare two versions of a past event e.g. comparing a picture to an account of an event 
• I can talk about the reliability of photos, accounts and stories. 
• I can compare pictures or photos of people or events in the past,  
• From observations, I can use an object to answer questions about the past. 

Knowledge for this unit: 
• School was built in 1857 
• That school was much smaller when it opened 
• Developments (such as swimming pool) 
• Bell on top of the school 
• Differences in the uniform 
• School used to be in the church grounds 
• The church is large for such a small village 
• Church is on top of the hill at South Weald, two miles 

from Brentwood in the English county of Essex. 
• The present church dates from about 1150. 

Previous knowledge  
• Lives of significant individuals (timelines) in Britain’s past 

and around the rest of the world (inventors: WWW, Trains, 
Lightbulb, phone, TV). 

• Historical enquiry (At the seaside), Changes in family 
history 

 
Key vocab: 
• Past 
• Present  
• Sources/Evidence  
• History 

Geography skills 

Specific skills for this unit 



• Make appropriate observations about why things happen in the school grounds or the local area.  
• Make simple comparisons between features of different places.  
• PHOTOGRAPHY – Use a camera with help to record what they have seen  
• Draw a map of a real of imaginary place (e.g. add detail to a sketch map from aerial photograph) 
• Look down on objects to make a plan view map.  
• Follow a route on a map. Use a plan view. Use an infant atlas to locate places.  
• Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise land marks and basic human and physical features; devise a 

simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key. 
• FIELD SKETCHING – Draw an outline of simple features observed. Add colour, texture and details 
• Use simple field work and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human 

and physical features of its surrounding environment  
• Use non-fiction books, stories, maps, pictures and photos as sources of information.  
• QUESTIONNAIRE - Children encouraged to ask simple geographical questions- where is it, what is it like, what do people do 

in that place? Use a pro forma to put ticks in boxes 
• VIDEO/AUDIO RECORDING – recognise the features / activities / sounds on a recording taken by the teacher. Operate 

recording equipment 
• MEASUREMENT – Use everyday non standard units (hands for length or count the number of e.g. children who come to 

school by car) 

Knowledge for this unit 
• Brentwood is in Essex 
• Brentwood is a town 
• Essex is a county 
• South Weald and the church are main features of 

the local area 
• Know School address and postcode. 
• Human and physical features of Brentwood and 

surrounding areas (London) 

Previous knowledge 
• Contrasting UK to non-european country (Caribbean island), 

Continents 
• 5 oceans 
• Capital cities in the UK  
Key Vocab: 
• Human and physical  
• Continents, countries and oceans 
• Aerial  

Science skills 

Enquiry skills to be taught in this unit  Specific skills for this unit 

• asking simple questions and recognising that 
they can be answered in different ways 

• observing closely using simple equipment 
• performing simple tests 
• identify and classifying 
• use observations and ideas to suggest answers to 

questions 
• Gathering and recording data to help in 

answering questions 
 

  

Living Things and Their Habitats 
• Explore and compare the differences between things that are 

living, dead, and things that have never been alive.  
• Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are 

suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic 
needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they 
depend on each other 

• Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, 
including micro-habitats. 

• Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other 
animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and 
name different sources of food. 

Science Big Questions: 
How would you group these to show which are living, dead, or  
have never been alive? 
( Identifying and classifying) 
How does the habitat of the Arctic compare with the habitat of 
the rainforest? 
( Research using secondary sources) 
What conditions do woodlice prefer to live in? 
(Pattern seeking)  

Knowledge for this unit 
• Know that a habitat is where an animal lives and 

provides basic needs for that animal 
• Know the difference between habitat and 

microhabitat 
• Know that animals can only live in certain 

habitats 
• Know that a food chain provides sources of food 

Previous knowledge 
• Plants unit in year 1 
• Animals including humans 
• Materials  
• Seasonal change 
Key Vocab: 
• Classify 
• Change 
• Permanent 
• Habitat 
• Food chain 



• Microhabitat  
• Source of food 

Computing skills 

Specific skills for this unit 

-sort and classify a group of items by answering questions   
-collect data using tick charts or tally charts   
-take, edit and enhance photographs   
-use Google Sheets or Microsoft Excel to produce basic charts  
-record information on a digital map   
-summarise what they have learned in a presentation.  
-understand that if encounter content or comments which cause distress, to let an adult                                       know straight 
away  
-where else to go for help  
-can save work to their own folder on the network using save as 
-understand file icons 
-use sensible file names 
-aware of the differences between save as and save 
-use the ‘undo’ command to fix a mistake 
-can load work from their own folder 
 

Knowledge for this unit 
-Organise items effectively and describe why you 
have 
-produce basic charts such as pie, bar and pictograms 
-analyse simple charts 

Previous knowledge 
-how data can be structured as records with fields for information  
-how data can be organised into groups and subgroups   
-how data can be structured as a tree   
-how data can be organised into a table   
-how data in a table can be filtered and searched.  
Key Vocab: 
Branching database  
Data  
Database  
Tally charts   

 


