
 Year 4 RE – Enquiry 1 - Theology 

Where do Christian religious beliefs come from? 

This unit focuses on the Bible. Children will explore the Bible in more detail, looking at a parable and what it teaches Christians. 

 

 Core learning – what we need to know 

Knowledge – 
Children 
understand 
that…. 

✓ God: Christian belief in one God, who is described as Trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit). 
✓ Sources of authority which explain to Christians the nature of God, e.g. Bible, experience, creeds. 
✓ Compare and contrast the Laws of Moses and New Testament teachings as sources of authority for 

Christians – that while Christianity draws on teachings of the OT Law, it is ultimately formed by a 
NT understanding of the sacrifice of Jesus as the fulfilment of the Law. 

✓ Jesus: As God incarnate, also known as the Son of God. Christian belief that Jesus fulfilled 
prophecies about the Messiah. 

✓ Christian belief that humans are made in God’s image but became sinful and need saving. 
✓ Textual theology: consideration of genre, author, context and audience in relation to the Bible. 

 

Outcomes – 
children will be 
able to … 

✓ Identify the Bible as a source of authority for Christians. 
✓ Identify the Laws of Moses and the teachings of the New Testament as sources of authority, and how 

these link with Christian beliefs. 
✓ Identify the crucifixion of Jesus as an event which has shaped Christian belief. 
✓ Describe how individuals, communities, society and experiences can shape beliefs. 
 

Key vocabulary  Bible    Commandments  Testament      Prophecy 
Messiah   Incarnation  Sacrifice  Sources of Authority 
 

 

Engage

Give the children a 
selection of genres of 

reading e.g. map, 
instructions, poetry, 

stories, history, songs 
etc. Ask them to sort 

them into piles. Can they 
label their genre? Can 
they explain how they 

would be used. Introduce 
the BIG Question and 
explain that all of the 
above can be found in 

the Bible. It is a source of 
authority for Christians.

Enquire and explore. 

Use the diagram ‘Sources 
of Authority’ to explain 
that religious belief is 

influenced by more than 
one source

Christians will always 
read the Bible to check a 
source against the truth 
they believe in. How do 
Christians use the Bible? 

Look in detail at one of 
the Parables of Jesus e.g. 

The Prodigal Son by 
using the Double Entry 

Journal technique. What 
does this parable teach 

Christians?

Enquire and 
explore

The Law 

show that 
the laws from 
the OT were 
fulfilled by 
Jesus, the 
Messiah. 

Children to 
complete a 
mindmap to 
show links 

between OT 
and NT and 

parable

Enquire and 
Sacrifice and 
Atonement

Children to 
create freeze 

frames to 
show how 

Jesus’ sacrifice 
is linked to the 

Christian 
belief in 

atonement.

Evaluate

Invite a 
visitor to talk 

about how 
they became 

a Christian 
and how 
their own 

beliefs have 
been shaped 

by their 
chosen 

denominatio
n/community 

and life 
experiences.

Express:

Children to 
design a poster 
to answer the 
Big Question.

Children to 
express what 

can be found in 
the bible, 

connections 
between OT 
and NT and 

connections to 
how a Christian 
chooses to live.


