
 Year 5/6 RE – Enquiry 1 – Philosophy 

Is believing in God reasonable? 

This unit focuses on different viewpoints and what is meant by Atheist, Agnostic and Theist. Children will explore what a 
Christian belief is, what do Humanists believe and what is Pascal’s Wager.  
 

  

 Core learning – what we need to know 

Knowledge – 
Children 
understand 
that…. 

✓ Definitions of belief: Atheist, Agnostic, Theist. 
✓ Pascal’s Wager, as an example of a philosophical explanation. 
✓ Humanism, as an example of a philosophical stance 
✓ How to explain, using a range of reasons, whether a position or argument is coherent and logical. Use 

philosophical vocabulary e.g. knowing, truth, proof, reality, fact, opinion 
✓ How to form a coherent argument to support or oppose the existence of God. 

Outcomes – 
children will be 
able to … 

✓ Explain different philosophical and theological answers to questions about a belief in God. 
✓ Explain some of the different ways in which philosophers understand abstract concepts such as 

arguments for the existence of God e.g. Pascal’s Wager and Humanism as a philosophical stance. 
✓ Explain, using a range of reasons, whether a position or argument is coherent and logical. 
✓ Link a range of different pieces of evidence together to form a coherent argument to support or 

oppose the existence of God. 
 

 
 

Key vocabulary    Humanist   Christian  Atheist 
Agnostic   Faith  Theist      Reason   Evidence 

 

Engage

Start a discussion 
about Fact, Belief 

and Opinion. What 
do you see? Is it 

‘right’ or ‘wrong’ to 
see the other 
creature? Is it 

widely true that we 
make 

interpretations 
where other 

possibilities exist, 
and assume ours 

are certain? 

Can something be 
true for one person 

and not true for 
another? 

Enquire and 
explore. 

Christian –
What is belief? 

Explore what 
Christian faith 
rests on. Ask a 

Christian 
visitor to come 
and talk about 
their belief in 

God, their 
faith in what 

cannot be 
seen and what 
they put their 

trust in.

Enquire and explore

Humanist – How do 
we know what is 

true? 

The Humanist 
viewpoint comes 
from a belief in 

observation, 
experimentation and 

the testing of 
theories against 

evidence. 

Can a Christian be a 
scientist?

Enquire and 
Explore:

Pascal’s Wager –
What rational 

choice did Pascal 
offer? Why was it 

rational? 
Encourage the 
children to use 
philosophical 
vocabulary in 

their responses. 
What flaws does 
Pascal’s Wager 
suffer from?.

Evaluate:

What is their 
Personal 

Response? How 
has this unit 

challenged their 
thinking?  

Express:

Children to 
write a 

Balanced 
Argument 

in response 
to the Big 
Question

and draw a 
conclusion, 

that 
includes a 
personal 

viewpoint.


