
 Year 5/6 RE – Enquiry 2 – Human and Social Sciences 

How has belief in Christianity/Islam impacted on music and art throughout history? 

This unit focuses on how art and music are represented in different places of Worship. 

  

 Core learning – what we need to know 

Knowledge – 
Children will 
learn …. 

✓ Explain divergent role of music in worship in the history of the Christian Church.  
✓ Explain how art has been used in Christianity to reflect key events and facilitate worship.  
✓ Explain key teachings from the Quran, the Hadith and important Muslim teachers (Al-Ghazali) 

in regard to the use of music and art.  
✓ Explain, using a range of reasons, responses to instances of Aniconism and Iconoclasm in 

Muslims and Christian history.  

Outcomes – 
children will 
be able to … 

✓ Show awareness that talking about religion and belief can be complex.  
✓ Explain how beliefs impact on and influence individual lives, communities and society, and 

how individuals, communities and society can also shape beliefs. 
✓ Describe ways in which beliefs shape the way Christians/Muslims view the world in which 

they live and how they view others.  ✓  
Key vocabulary  
Aniconism  Architecture  Church Expression   Hadith  Hymn    Iconoclasm 
 Mosque  Prophet  Symbolic 
 

 

Engage 

Look at some 
examples of 

how 
emotions/fe
elings can be 
expressed in 

different 
ways, such as 

writing 
poems, 
diaries, 
letters, 
stories, 

paintings, 
sculpture, 
music, and 
dance. How 

do these 
media 

communicat
e?

Enquire and 
Explore

Christian art –
Where might you 
find a picture of 

Jesus? What 
would be its 

purpose? Do all 
Bibles have 

pictures? Do all 
churches have 

artwork?

Compare photos 
of the inside of 
churches (local 
examples) of 

different 
denominations. 

What 
similarities/differ
ences are there? 

Why? Why do 
some have no 

artwork?

Enquire and 
explore

Christian 
music –
Listen to 

two 
different 

versions of 
Psalm 51

What 
emphasis 
does the 
modern 
version 

have? Why? 
What 

change has 
taken place 

in belief 
since the 

Renaissance 
version?

Enquire and 
explore

Use videos to 
glimpse into the 
Islamic art. What 
can the children 

see and 
appreciate?

Use Silent 
Conversation 
technique to 

directly compare 
inside of a 

Mosque to the 
inside of an 
Orthodox or 

Catholic church. 
What do they 

not see? Out of 
respect for Allah, 

no images of 
living creatures 

are depicted

Enquire and 
explore

Muslim music –
Listen to the Call 
to Prayer. Some 
Muslims believe 

that music is 
forbidden.

Others say only 
vocal music is 
permissible 

Qur’an itself 
makes no explicit 
mention of music 
being forbidden.

Evaluate

Use the 
video clip 
about the 

Hagia 
Sophia as 

an 
Evaluation 
discussion

. What 
religious 

art 
traditions 

can be 
found? 
Does a 

place of 
worship 

need art?

Express: 

Design a 
presentation 

to make a 
case for the 
future of the 
Hagia Sophia. 
Should it be a 

place of 
worship or 
not? Which 
religion? Is 
this just a 
religious 

debate or is 
more 

involved?


