
Year  5/6 – The World at War 

 
 

 

History 

Specific skills for this unit 

 Give a broad overview of life in Britain, and some major events across the rest of the world. 

 Describe characteristic features of the past- including the experience of men, women and children.  

 Compare accounts of events from different sources 

 Suggest reasons for different versions of events  

 Know and am able to sequence key events from the period studied.  

 I can use appropriate historical vocabulary including dates, time period, era, chronology, change, century, decade to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding.  

Knowledge for this unit 

 World War I began in 1914 and ended in 1918 and the war was fought against 

Germany. 

 Ypres was the place which saw some fierce battles and many British soldiers died. 

 World War II began in 1939 and ended in 1945. 

 The Blitz was a bombing campaign against the British and many British people 

sheltered from the bombs in Anderson shelters (in the gardens). 

 The Battle of Britain was a significant turning point in British history. 

 Evacuation was when the children in the Second World War were taken from London 

into the countryside to live with host families, in order to avoid the bombs being 

dropped at home. 

 The Second World War marked a turning point for women and their roles. 

 Proganda was a very useful tool in changing people’s minds and influencing their 

ideas/opinions. 

 Some materials are more functional, when considering how to strengthen, stiffen and 

reinforce a structure. 

 Shelters were built to withstand huge forces and protect those inside. 

 Rations were in force during World War II as some food and material products were 

hard to acquire. 

 

Previous knowledge 
 Evaluate the usefulness of different sources 

 Choose relevant material to present a picture of one 

aspect of life in time past. 

 Ask a variety of how and why questions. 

 Begin to compare some of the times studied with those of 

other areas of the world. 

 Place events from the period being studied on a timeline 

 Use vocab such as dates, time period, era, change, 

chronology. 

Key Vocab: 

 Propaganda  

 Chronology 

 Evacuation 

 Blitz 

 Rations 

 
DT 

Specific skills for this unit 

 Formulate a step by step plan to guide making, listing the tools, equipment, materials and components and resources 

to be used.  

 Use finishing and decorative techniques suitable for the product they are designing and making.  

 Produce detailed lists of tools, equipment, fabrics and materials, relevant for their task  

 Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for the intended user that are fit for purpose, based on a simple 

design specification that they have developed to guide their thinking.  

 Compare the final product to the original design specification.  
Knowledge for this unit 

 Design brief is a list of criteria that you must meet for your product. 

 The product must not only functional but must be appealing for the target market.  

 Identify the properties of the materials and be able to critically analyse the suitability 

of each one. 

 A running stitch is simple stitch consisting of a line of small, even stitch.  

 A chain stitch is an embroidery stitch which is aesthetically pleasing. 

 A zig- zag is a back and forth stitch used where a straight stitch will not suffice.  

 A herringbone stitch resembles the bones in a fish and consists of short parallel lines. It 

is used for decorative purposes. 

 A backstitch is a method of sewing with overlapping stitches  

Previous knowledge 
 Develop realistic and appropriate 

ideas through the analysis of 

existing products, using annotated 

sketches and prototypes to model 

and communicate ideas. 

 Plan the stages of making. 

 Select from and use fabrics and 

materials according to their 

functional properties and aesthetic 

qualities. 

Key Vocab: 
  Seam 

 Wadding  

 Template 

 Aesthetic  
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Computing 

Specific skills for this unit 

We are artists  
 Develop an appreciation of the links between geometry and art. 
 Become familiar with the tools and techniques of a vector graphics package. 
 Develop an understanding of turtle graphics. 
 Experiment with the tools available, refining and developing their work as they apply their own criteria to evaluate it and receive 
feedback from their peers.  

 
Knowledge for this unit 

  Become familiar with a graphics package 

 To have an appreciate between the arts and geometry 

 Understand how this links to real life art 

 Understanding that you will always refine and 

develop your work as you go in order to improve 

Previous knowledge 

 Use a search engine to learn about a new topic.  
•  Plan, design and deliver an interesting and engaging presentation.  
•  Search for and evaluate online images.  
•  Create their own original images. 
 •  Create a video slidecast of a narrated presentation.  
•  Develop understanding of how the internet, the web and search 
engines work. 
Key Vocab: 

 Graphics 

 Geometry 

 Vector graphics 

 Turtle graphics 

 
 
 


