
 Year 5/6  RE – Incarnation 

Was Jesus the Messiah? 

This unit focuses on a the concept of Jesus as the saviour of the world, as prophesised in 

the Old Testament. It covers whether the celebration of Christmas reflects this and allows 

children to reflect on whether Jesus was the Messiah.  When digging deeper, children look at 

further Bible stories which provide evidence.  

 

 Core learning – what we need to know Digging deeper  - finding out more 

Knowledge 
– Children 

understand 

that…. 

 Christians believe Jesus is God in the 
flesh 

 They believe that His birth, life, death 

and resurrection were part of a longer 
plan by God to restore the relationship 

between humans and God. 

 The Old Testament talks about a ‘rescuer’ 
or ‘anointed one’ – a messiah. Some 

texts talk about what this ‘messiah’ 
would be like. 

 Christians believe that Jesus fulfilled 

these expectations, and that He is the 
Messiah. (Jewish people do not think 

Jesus is the Messiah). 
 

 The Old Testament pieces together the 
story of the People of God. As their 

circumstances change they have to learn 

new ways of following God. 
 The story of Moses and the Exodus 

shows how God rescued his people from 

slavery in Egypt. 
 Christians apply this idea to living 

today, but trying to serve God and to 
bring freedom to others. For example, 

loving others, caring for them, bringing 

health, food, justice and telling the story 
of Jesus. 

 Christians see the church as part of the 
ongoing story of the People of God and 

try to live in a way that attracts others 

to God, for example as salt & light in 
the world.  

Outcomes – 

children 
will be able 

to … 

 Explain connections between Biblical 

texts, incarnation and Messiah using 
theological terms 

 Show how Christians put their beliefs 
about Jesus’ incarnation into practise in 

different ways in celebrating Christmas. 

 Weigh up how far the idea that Jesus is 
the Messiah / a saviour from God is 

important in the world today and, if it 

is true, what difference that might make 
in people’s lives.  

 Show how Christians express their 

beliefs about Jesus as Prince of Peace 
and as one who transforms lives, 

through bringing peace and 
transformation in the world. 

 Weigh up how far the world needs a 

Messiah, expressing their own insights.  

 

 

 

 

 

Making sense of the 
text -  

What is a saviour / 
messiah? 

Prophesies of a Messiah 

 

Understanding the 
impact -  

Christmas as the birth 
of the Messiah? 

Making connections 

Was Jesus the 
Messiah? 

INCARNATION: Jesus came down to 

earth as a gift from God, in human 

form, to save people on earth. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


