
Year 1  Geography – ‘At the seaside’( 12 weeks) 

 

Science skills 

Enquiry skills to be taught   Specific skills for this unit 

• asking simple questions 
and recognising that they 
can be answered in 
different ways 

• observing closely using 
simple equipment 

• performing simple tests 
• identify and classifying 
• use observations and 

ideas to suggest answers 
to questions 

• Gathering and recording 
data to help in answering 
questions 

• distinguish between an 
object and the material 
from which it is made 
 

ONGOING 
observe changes across the 
four seasons 
-observe and describe 
weather associated with the 
seasons and how day length 
varies. 

Everyday materials 

• distinguish between an object and 

the material from which it is 
made  

• identify and name a variety of 

everyday materials, (including 
wood, plastic, glass, metal, 

water, and rock)  
• describe the simple physical 

properties of a variety of 

everyday materials  

• compare and group together a 
variety of everyday materials 

based on their simple physical 

properties.  
 

Science Big Questions: 
What makes the best material for an  

unbrella?  
(Fair testing)  

Is there a pattern in the materials 

used 

to make objects in our school? 
( Pattern seeking)  
 
 
 

• Knowledge for this unit 
• identify and name a 

variety of everyday 
materials, including wood, 

Previous knowledge 
EYFS- floating, hard and soft  
Similarities and differences of materials. 
Key Vocab: 
• Material 

• See through  

WOW 

School trip to 
Clacton

Week 1 /2

Geography 

Contrasting UK 
locality, a 

seaside town 

Week 3

PSHE

Being safe 

Health and 
Prevention

Week 4/5

History -
Explorers

Grace Darling 

Week 6 / 7

Art - Ceramics

Clay lighthouse or 
boat

Week 8-10 

Science – Materials 

Week 11/12

D&T - Design a 
seaside snack 

Computing-We are 
TV chefs



plastic, glass, metal, 
water, and rock 

• describe the simple 
physical properties of a 
variety of everyday 
materials 

• How to carry out a 
simple test 

  

• Not see through 
• Waterproof  

• absorbent 

 

 

PSHE skills 

Specific skills for this unit 
Being safe 
What is meant by privacy, their right to keep things private and respecting 

privacy.  

To recognise that they share responsibility for keeping themselves and others 
safe. 

To judge what kind of physical contact is acceptable, comfortable, 
unacceptable and uncomfortable and how to respond.  

That it is important to tell someone (such as their teacher) if something about 

their family makes them feel unhappy or worried 
To use the correct names for the main parts of the body, including external 

genitalia; and that part of bodies covered with underwear are private 
About people who look after them, their family networks, who to go to if they 

are worried and how to attract their attention.  

 
Health and prevention 
what being healthy means and who helps help them to stay healthy (e.g. parent, dentist, 
doctor)  
• that things people put into or onto their bodies can affect how they feel 
why hygiene is important and how simple hygiene routines can stop germs from being 
passed on 
 • what they can do to take care of themselves on a daily basis, e.g. brushing teeth 
and hair, hand washing 

Knowledge for this unit 
• It is important to keep things 

private 

• Know where private parts of our 

body are 
• Know what physical contact is 

acceptable 
• It’s important to keep ourselves  

clean –brush teeth twice a day, 

wash every day. 

• What healthy eating is 

Previous knowledge 
Relationships - EYFS  

 
Key Vocab: 
Privacy  

Private 
Physical contact 

Acceptable 

Unacceptable 
Personal hygiene 



Computing skills 

Specific skills for this unit 
-break down a process into simple, clear steps (an algorithm)   
-use different features of a video camera  
-use a video camera to capture moving images   
-edit a video to include an audio commentary   
-develop collaboration skills   
-discuss their work and think about how it could be improved.  
-understand filming must have consent  
-how to use digital video cameras safely and to show respect to those they are filming  
-understand the importance of not sharing videos more widely than is appropriate    
-know what to do if they encounter material that concerns them.   
 

Knowledge for this unit 
• Know how to record using a video 

camera / recording device. 

• Know what an algorithm is. 
 

Previous knowledge 
We are treasure hunters unit 

-that a programmable robot can be controlled by 
inputting a sequence of instructions   
-to develop and record sequences of instructions 
as an algorithm   
-to program a robot to follow their algorithm   
-to debug programs   
-to predict how their programs will work.  
-use simple programmable toys safely and 
sensibly   
-show respect for the work of their peers.   
Key Vocab: 
Algorithm  
Audio  
Edit  
Frame  
Narration  
Storyboard  
Video camera   
 

 

DT skills 

Specific skills for this unit 
FRUIT 

DESIGN 
Design appealing products for a particular user based on simple design 

criteria.  

Generate initial ideas and design criteria through investigating a variety of 
fruit.  

Communicate these ideas through talk and drawings 
MAKE 

Use simple utensils and equipment to e.g. cut and slice safely.   

Select from a range of fruit according to their characteristics e.g. colour, 
texture and taste to create a chosen produce  



Evaluate  
• Taste and evaluate a range of fruit to determine the intended user’s 

preferences.   

• Evaluate ideas and finished products against design criteria, including 
intended user and purpose.  

Knowledge for this unit 

• Know that appealing means it has 
to look and taste good 

• Know how to cut / slice safely 
• Know the names of the different 

fruits 

• Know words to describe the taste 

 

Previous knowledge 

• Wash fruit 
Key Vocab: 

• Design Make Evaluate Sour Sweet 

Art skills 

Specific skills for this unit 
Ceramics: Explore a famous artist:  
Use materials such as clay, papier-mache to form own 3D pieces.  

*Impress and apply 
*Construct in 3D form to represent personal ideas. 

Use a coil method to create a simple pot 

• *Make simple joins by manipulating glue, tape. 

Knowledge for this unit 

 
Know what sculptures are 

Know how sculptures are created 

Know that Clarice Cliff is a 
sculpture and know some of her 

pieces. 
 

 

 
• Clarice Cliff – women sculpture  

 

Previous knowledge 

EYFS – using different materials  
Key Vocab: 

Clay  

Join 
Impress 

3D 

 

 

 

 

Geography 

Specific skills for this unit 

Draw picture maps of imaginary places and from stories. Use 
own symbols on imaginary map 
Follow directions e.g. up, down, left/right, and 
forwards/backwards – Use simple compass directions and 
locational and directional e.g. near/far/left and right 



Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries.  
Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries 
and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding 
seas. 
Teacher led enquiries: ask and respond to simple closed 
question. 
Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of a small area of 
the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non 
European country 
Draw picture maps of imaginary places and from stories. Use 
own symbols. Use ariel photographs and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features 
and devise a simple map. Use relative vocabulary e.g. 
bigger/smaller, like/dislike 
Draw around objects to make a plan. Use simple field work and 
observational skills to study the geography of their school and 
its grounds  
Fieldwork skills: 

Add colour and texture to prepared sketches of features around 

the school. Then draw their own simple features they observe in 

their familiar environment. 

Recognise a photo taken by a teacher as a record of what they 

have seen. 

Recognise a video / recording taken by a teacher as a record of 

what they have seen/heard. 

Use everyday language to describe features e.g. bigger, smaller 

etc. 

Listen to an adult asking another child or adult about famililar 

environments or activities e.g. about their home or holidays. 

 
 

Knowledge for this unit 
• Know the 4 countries in UK 

• Know the surrounding seas 

Previous knowledge  
Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through comparing familiar 

places, eg) home/ school/ holiday 
location  



Compare our school (semi-rural) to a 
city school (urban) ,. 

Locate and  identify similarities and 

differences of a coastal region. Eg 
Southend, Jurassic coast Lyme Regis  

Locate and investigate cities through 
stories (Emma Jayne’s aeroplane) 

 

Key Vocab: 
United kingdom, similarities, differences, 

map, capital cities 

 

 

History skills 

Specific skills for this unit 
I can use sources to enable me to distinguish between fact and fiction 

I can begin to describe significant people from the past 
I can communicate my historical knowledge through discussion, 
drawing, drama/role play, making models, writing, using ICT.  
 
 

Knowledge for this unit 

 
Know who Grace Darling is. 

Understand it happened in the past 
Know what is fact and what is 

fiction  

 
 

 

 

Previous knowledge 

Timelines of events  
Significant inventors  

Key Vocab: 
Past  

Lighthouse  

Victorian  
time period   

 

 


